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January 4     Tuesday mini-course series begins

January 5     Wednesday mini-course begins

January 10     University courses begin

January  17     University closed (Martin Luther King birthday observance)

January 21     Last day to add/drop audit courses

January 24     OLLI Session 1 begins

February 26     OLLI Session 1 ends

February 28–              OLLI break (no OLLI courses meet) 
March 11

March 11     University closed – Spring holiday

March 14     OLLI Session 2 begins

April 15     OLLI Session 2 ends

About OLLI
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) is a program in the College of General Studies at the 
University of Pittsburgh. Established in 2005, it is supported by the Bernard Osher Foundation 
and is one of 123 OLLIs located on college campuses throughout the United States. The National 
Resource Center for Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes, located at the Northwestern University, 
provides technical assistance to the OLLI programs across the country.

Mission/Purpose
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute aspires to create a dedicated intellectual environment for 
older adult students, nurturing a lifelong passion for learning. The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
fosters lifelong learning through courses and programs that engage the learner, provide social 
interaction, and enrich lives. OLLI’s faculty, which includes University of Pittsburgh professors and 
retired faculty, challenge participants to understand the cultural forces of today, to interact socially 
and intellectually with one another, and to live empowered lives.

Spring 2022 Term
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
University of Pittsburgh

DATES AND DEADLINES 
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WELCOME 
to OLLI at Pitt!

If you are age 50 or better and have 
a curious mind, join us!

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at the 
University of Pittsburgh offers learning opportunities 
designed specifically for older adult learners. 
Reasonable membership fees and generous financial 
assistance make OLLI membership possible for anyone 
who would like to join us. Upon becoming a member, 
you have immediate access to courses, special classes, 
lectures, and events. 

In the Spring 2022 term we have an exciting group of 
in-person and online courses and lectures, and events. 
Even more, including local tours, will be added in days 
to come. Our excellent teachers are from the University 
and also from the diverse and talent-filled Pittsburgh 
area and beyond.

OLLI at Pitt members want you to know that they 
are a welcoming and friendly group. No previous 
affiliation with the University of Pittsburgh and no 
college experience is needed to become a member. 
We look forward to seeing you soon!

It’s Time for YOU!
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Choose your membership
Annual Membership – $225 
(after January 1st – $250)
(Covers Spring 2022, Summer 2022 and Fall 2022 Terms)

Term Membership – $125
(after January 1st – $150) 
(Covers Spring 2022 Term)

2nd Installment Membership – $100 
(for those who purchased a term membership in Fall 2021,  
this option adds two additional terms to your membership —
Spring 2022 and Summer 2022.)

There will be no refunds issued for membership 
payments after January 15, 2022 unless OLLI 
cancels the term.

Membership includes access to unlimited in-person 
and online OLLI courses, lectures, special events 
and groups. Waiting lists for courses may apply 
depending on popularity, subject matter, 
or, if the course is in-person, the physical size of 
the classroom assigned. Additionally, membership 
includes two preapproved undergraduate 
courses for auditing. 

How to Register
The easiest and fastest way to register is to do  
so online at: https://www.campusce.net/ollipitt/ 

Membership and Registration 
An active OLLI membership is required to register for courses
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REGISTER AT: WWW.CAMPUSCE.NET/OLLIPITT/ 

SIGN IN to the OLLI Registration website using your 
username and password—OR—create an account if you 
do not already have one. Click on the “Sign In“ link in the 
upper right-hand side of the page. (After putting in your 
username and password, you will know you are signed in 
if “Welcome, <your first name>” appears after logging in 
at the upper left corner of the page under the OLLI logo.)

If you have been a member, go to “My Account” and 
then “My Membership”. Review your memberships to see 
if there is a membership that will not expire until during 
or after the Spring 2022 term. Active memberships have 
an expiration date that is in a gray color.

Proceed to Home Page and the Renew/Become a 
Member area. ADD a membership to your cart if you 
need to purchase a membership.

Next, proceed to review courses of interest (From 
Homepage click on OLLI Session #1, Session #2, OLLI 
Courses by Topic, Audit Courses, or Lectures and Events.  
Locate a desired course and click on “ADD TO CART.” 
(Note: you can review courses by day of week and/or topic 
on the registration website.) If you do NOT see the blue 
ADD TO CART button, you are either not signed into your 
account, or need to add a membership type to your cart 
prior to selecting courses or registration has not yet begun.

If more courses are desired after you add a course to 
your shopping cart, click: “CONTINUE SHOPPING” to 
locate additional courses and add to your shopping cart.

After all courses have been selected, go to your 
shopping cart to complete the check-out process and 
pay for your membership, if necessary. Be sure to click 
through ALL Screens until completion of the process and 
the payment page, if necessary.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

In the Spring 2022 term 
we have planned an exciting 
group of both in-person and 
online courses and events. 

NOTE: If you do not see an “Add to Cart” button under 
a course, there are three possible reasons. 1) Registration 
has not begun yet. 2) You are a paid, current member and 
have not signed in. (Check for “Welcome YourFirstName” 
in the top left-hand corner of the screen) 3) You are not a 
current member or your membership is expired and you 
have not added a membership selection to your cart FIRST, 
before adding a course.

Difficulties?
If there are any difficulties with registrations, please leave 
a message on our main phone line: 412-624-7308 or email 
us at osher@pitt.edu. 
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Choose your favorite courses based 
on the topics, days, and times that 
interest you! 
Courses are offered for your exploration, 
enjoyment, or academic interests.

Academic – these courses are like 
undergraduate college courses with the 
instructor lecturing most of the time.

Exploration – more “hands on” oriented 
courses: OR may be an academic topic primarily 
taught through interactive group discussion and practice.

Enjoyment – most of class is spent with the students discussing the 
topic, practicing a skill, or the primary purpose is for group sharing 
and discussion.

Covid-19 Policy
While OLLI is set to have some in- 
person activities for spring term, 
University guidelines are in place to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19 and 
create a safe and healthy environment 
for everyone. Additionally, other 
facilities where OLLI courses are held 
may have their own Covid-19 policies. 
All in-person courses are offered with 
the understanding that they may be 
transitioned to an online course at any 
time due to the status of coronavirus. 
If this should occur, we will prepare to 
move the course online. There will be 
no refunds if this occurs as members 
can continue a course online if the 
need presents. All OLLI members who 
attend any OLLI course or event, on 
or off campus, or are on campus for 
any reason must follow the University’s 
or other facilities’ Covid-19 policies, 
including vaccination policies. Those 
who chose not to will face suspension 
from the program.

Add Us to Your List 
of Email Contacts
Make sure you add osher@pitt.edu 
and osher@olli.pitt.edu to your list of 
email contacts! By adding our email 
addresses to your list of contacts, 
you will ensure that you receive the 
weekly, member exclusive, OLLI at Pitt 
Updates eNewsletter in your inbox. If 
you don’t, our newsletter and possibly 
your online course access emails may 
land in your junk/spam emails.
Email is the primary way we have 
of informing you of special events 
and courses that come up after the 
catalog has been published. It is also 
the way you receive course access 
information for online courses. Every 
email provider has a different way of 
adding contacts.

Remember to contact the OLLI office 
if you have a change in your email 
address.

Scholarships
Everyone should have the 
opportunity to enjoy and 
participate in stimulating lifelong 
learning. Scholarships for the 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
(OLLI) are based on financial need 
and are awarded to people age 
50 and older who are interested 
in attending our program. The 
scholarships partially offset the 
cost of OLLI membership. All OLLI 
members pay something toward a 
membership, but our awards can 
make OLLI possible for those who 
might not otherwise be able to join.

Financial assistance is for one term 
and must be applied for each term. 
A simple application form is used 
and must be entirely completed 
to receive consideration. All 
scholarship applications for Spring 
term 2022 must be received by 
Monday, January 17, 2022.

Awards: Scholarship awards 
range from $50-$100 per term. 
Notification of your award and the 
amount of the award will be sent 
within one week of receipt of your 
application. Please contact the office 
to receive a scholarship application 
and for more information by 
emailing osher@pitt.edu.

NEW: 

The Baldwin Project
A generous donor has 
provided funds specifically to 
provide scholarships to reduce 
membership fees for black men 
that may need assistance and 
who are underrepresented in 
OLLI’s membership. The donor 
requested the fund be named 
“The Baldwin Project”. To join 
OLLI using this fund, please 
contact us at osher@pitt.edu or 
call us at 412-624-7308.



MONDAY
9–10 a.m.
Better Balance! Steady  
and Strong
DIANE MARKOVITZ
10–11:30 a.m.
China in the 21st Century: 
Problems and Prospects
SCOTT MCKNIGHT
Mars: Past, Present,  
and Future
STEPHEN LINDBERG
10–11:50 a.m.

The Korean War
DAVID ALBERT

Climbing Your Family Tree: 
Beginning Genealogy
MARILYN HOLT

11:30–12:30 p.m.
Chair Yoga
SUSAN GILLIS KRUMAN

TUESDAY
10–11 a.m.
Dance and Be Fit
ROLAND FORD
10–11:30 a.m.
Beginning Level French: 
Present Tense Verbs
CATHLEEN SENDEK-SAPP
America and the Holocaust 
Part 1
BARBARA BURSTIN

The History of England: 
According to William 
Shakespeare
ALAN IRVIN

The History of Physics
ELIZABETH BURNETTE

WEDNESDAY
9–10 a.m.
Gentle Yoga
JILL CLARY
9:30–11:30 a.m.
Monotype Printmaking  
Deep Dive
ANN ROSENTHAL
10–11:30 a.m.
The Boiling Republic:  
The Coming of the Civil War
JARED DAY
Urban Dream, Urban 
Nightmare 2: Los Angeles
ABBY MENDELSON
10–11:50 a.m.

The American Politics of 
Healthcare Reform in 
Comparative Perspective
JAVIER VAZQUEZ-D’ELIA

10:15–11:15 a.m.
Chakra Yoga All Levels
JILL CLARY

’ ’

THURSDAY
10–11:30 a.m.
Broadway Deconstructed
SAM AND CANDY CAPONEGRO
Drawing: The First Step
MELISSA TAI
Genetics: Its History, 
Developments, and Impact
JOSE JUVES
The Muckrakers, 1890-1920
JOHN BURT

´

FRIDAY
10–11:30 a.m.
A Short History of 
Reproductive Rights
JULIA HUDSON-RICHARDS
Kant’s Critique of  
Pure Reason
GREGORY STROM

Intermediate French 
Exploration: Talking about 
the Past (Tense)
CATHLEEN SENDEK-SAPP

Love Stories: Ancient  
to Medieval
ORIN JAMES

SATURDAY
9–10:00 a.m.
Zumba Gold
LISA SOBEK

MONDAY
1–2:30 p.m.
Beginner Spanish
KAREN GOLDMAN
Understanding Your Health
JENNIFER ROCCISANA
1–2:50 p.m.

Stonehenge to Hubble
DAVID NERO

Lifestyle Reboot
MARY JO COSTELLO

The Past in our Presence: 
Preservation of Pittsburgh’s 
Historic Architecture
TRACY MYERS

1–3:00 p.m.
Watercolors with Six  
Tubes: Series 2
ELAINE BERGSTROM
6–7:30 p.m.
Organized Crime
MARK SERGE

TUESDAY
1–2:30 p.m.
Advanced Intermediate 
French Exploration: 
Miscellaneous Topics
CATHLEEN SENDEK-SAPP

August Wilson, Pittsburgher 
and Playwright, III
CHRISTOPHER RAWSON
TED Talks
KATHY CALLAHAN
Understanding Scottish 
History 2
PETER GILMORE
3–4:30 p.m.
Getting the Most from  
Your iPad
RICHARD FITZGIBBON
Plato’s Republic
SAMUEL DICKSON

WEDNESDAY
1–2:30 p.m.
Intermediate Spanish 
CAMILA PULGAR MACHADO AND 
MARIA FRANCO DE GOMEZ
Modern and Post-modern 
Short Fiction
MICHAEL HELFAND
Zentangle in Color 
SUE SCHNEIDER
1–2:50 p.m.

A History of Modern France
LOUISE MAYO

Stalinism: Industrialization, 
WWII, and the Cold War
SUSAN GRUNEWALD

1:30–3 p.m.
Top Opera Arias in Context
MARILYN EGAN
3–4:30 p.m.
Contemporary Economic 
Policy Issues
JON HAVEMAN

Ireland & Northern Ireland: 
Exploring the Politics 
and History of Conflict & 
Peacebuilding
PAUL ADAMS

THURSDAY
1–2:30 p.m.
Advanced Conversational 
Spanish
MARIA FRANCO DE GOMEZ
Beginner Watercolor
MELISSA TAI

Traditional Chinese 
Medicine: Health and 
Harmony
THALIA GRAY

Mastering the Market: 
Investing in a Complex 
World
AARON LEAMAN
3–4:30 p.m.
Divining Bette Midler:  
Queer Lives, Gay Icons and 
Diva Worship
TIM ZIAUKAS

Women of Rock and Roll
ROBERT JOYCE

FRIDAY
12:30–3:30 p.m.

Movie Cornucopia
ED BLANK
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a f t e r n o o n

SESSION 1 | SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE | SPRING 2022
MONDAY, JANUARY 24 –SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2022 

IN-PERSON COURSES ARE HIGHLIGHTED 
IN PURPLE. ALL OTHER COURSES TAKE 
PLACE ONLINE.

m o r n i n g

X



TUESDAY
9:30–10:50 a.m.

China: from Confucius to Xi
CHARLES HEIR

10–11 a.m.

Dance and Be Fit
ROLAND FORD

10–11:30 a.m.
Beginning Level French: 
Present Tense Verbs 
(continued)
America and the Holocaust 
Part 2
BARBARA BURSTIN
The Crosstalk between 
Physiology and  
Pathological Conditions  
of the Human Body  
RIMI HAZRA
10–11:50 a.m.

Anti-Black Bias in the 
American Criminal Legal 
System
RALPH BANGS

Best American Short  
Stories 2021
ADAM REGER

11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Alphabets and Literacy
SUSAN TODHUNTER

Presocratic Philosophy
GREGORY STROM

MONDAY
10–11:30 a.m.
Local News: Stories from a 
Shifting Landscape
RICH LORD
Take Your Garden to the  
Next Level
DOUG OSTER
10–11:50 a.m.

Dublin at War: A Discussion 
of Four Plays by Sean 
O’Casey
ALAN STANFORD

A Design Journey
DANIEL BOYARSKI

The Four Gospels in Art
DAVID BRUMBLE

What’s Philosophy  
Good for?
JOSEPH GIVVIN

11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Chair Yoga
(continued)

WEDNESDAY
9–10 a.m.
Gentle Yoga
(continued)
10–11:30 a.m.
Forging a New Nation: 
America in the Civil War  
and Reconstruction Era
JARED DAY

Fantastic Fossils
STEPHEN LINDBERG
10–11:50 a.m.

Dante’s Paradiso: a  
Template for a Righteous, 
Just, and Happy Society
PAOLO MONTEMAGGI

Right-wing Ideologies 
throughout the Twentieth 
Century
JAVIER VAZQUEZ-D’ELIA

10:15–11:15 a.m.
Chakra Yoga All Levels
(continued)
11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

City Beautiful: The  
Architecture of Oakland
ROBERT JUCHA

Death in the Name of God:  
Martyrs and Martyrdom
REBECCA DENOVA

‘ ‘

THURSDAY
10–11:30 a.m.
Down These Mean Streets: 
Tough Guys, Tough Stories
ABBY MENDELSON
Drawing: The First Step
(continued)

FDR’s New Deal, 1932-1940
JOHN BURT

Us vs. “Them”: Intergroup 
Bias, Dynamics, and 
Opportunities
DIJANA MUJKANOVIC ‘

FRIDAY
10–11:30 a.m.
Angels and Demons in  
the Bible
SANDRA COLLINS
A Financial-Economic View 
of American History
WILLIAM VAN LEAR
History of Ancient Science
ADAM DAVIS

Intermediate French 
Exploration: Talking about 
the Past (Tense) 
(continued)

MONDAY
1–2:20 p.m.

Genomics and the Future 
of Health Care: A Precision 
Medicine Primer
MYLYNDA MASSART AND  
LUCAS BERENBROK

1–2:30 p.m.
Beginner Spanish
(continued)
1–2:50 p.m.

Christianity for a Post-
Christian Context:  
The New Possibilities for 
Faith and Practice 
SCOTT HAGLEY

1–3:00 p.m.
Watercolors with Six  
Tubes: Series 2
(continued)
1–4:00 p.m

Documentary Films:  
When Truth is Stranger  
Than Fiction
DAVID SHIFREN

TUESDAY
1–2:30 p.m.
Advanced Intermediate 
French Exploration: 
Miscellaneous Topics 
(continued)
Understanding the 
Reformation
PETER GILMORE
William Faulkner,  
American Author 
CLIFFORD JOHNSON
1–2:50 p.m

Myths and Legends  
of Ireland
ALAN IRVINE

The Nun and the Poet:  
Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz 
and Octavio Paz
CAMILA PULGAR MACHADO

1:30–3:20 p.m.

Songs with a Message
NICHOLAS COLES

WEDNESDAY
1–2:30 p.m.
Intermediate Spanish  
(continued)

History of Photography 
1945-1995
CHRISTINE LORENZ

Women in Science Fiction: 
From Mary Shelley to 
Sigourney Weaver 
BRETT RUTHERFORD

Zentangle in Color 
(continued)
1–2:50 p.m.

Let’s Listen to the Movies
JNO HUNT

The End of Architecture 2
MATTHEW SCHLUEB

6–7:30 p.m.

What is Cancer? State 
of the Art Approaches to 
Diagnosis, Prognosis and 
Personalized Treatment
EDWARD PROCHOWNIK

THURSDAY
1–2:30 p.m.
Advanced Conversational 
Spanish
(continued)

Beginner Watercolor
(continued)

A Short Story Salad
DAVID WALTON
U.S. Presidents of the  
1960s
JON HURWITZ
Women and Reform  
1810-1850
 JOAN GUNDERSEN

FRIDAY
12:30–3:30 p.m.

Extraordinary Challenges
ED BLANK
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a f t e r n o o n

SESSION 2 | SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE | SPRING 2022
MONDAY, MARCH 14 –FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2022

m o r n i n g

IN-PERSON COURSES ARE HIGHLIGHTED 
IN PURPLE. ALL OTHER COURSES TAKE 
PLACE ONLINE.

X

X
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Art History and Architecture

City Beautiful: The Architecture of Oakland  22

A Design Journey  18

The End of Architecture 2  23

The Four Gospels in Art  18

The Past in our Presence: Preservation of  
Pittsburgh’s Historic Architecture  11

Film, Music and Theater

Broadway Deconstructed  15

Documentary Films: When Truth is Stranger  
Than Fiction  19

Dublin at War: A Discussion of Four Plays by  
Sean O’Casey  18

Extraordinary Challenges  25

Let’s Listen to the Movies  23

Movie Cornucopia  17

Songs with a Message  21

Top Opera Arias in Context  15

Women of Rock and Roll  16

History, Classics and Philosophy

Alphabets and Literacy  20

America and the Holocaust Part 1  12

America and the Holocaust Part 2  20

The Boiling Republic: The Coming of the Civil War  13

China: from Confucius to Xi  19

FDR’s New Deal, 1932-1940  24

Forging a New Nation: America in the Civil War  
and Reconstruction Era  22

The History of England: According to  
William Shakespeare  12

A History of Modern France  14 

History of Photography 1945-1995  23

Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason  17

The Korean War  10

The Muckrakers, 1890-1920  15

Plato’s Republic  13

Presocratic Philosophy  20

A Short History of Reproductive Rights  17

Stalinism: Industrialization, WWII, and the  
Cold War  15

U.S. Presidents of the 1960s  24

Understanding Scottish History 2  13

Understanding the Reformation  21

What’s Philosophy Good for?  18

Women and Reform 1810-1850  24

Language Studies

Advanced Conversational Spanish  16

Advanced Intermediate French Exploration:  
Miscellaneous Topics  12

Beginner Spanish  11

Beginning Level French: Present Tense Verbs  12

Intermediate French Exploration:  
Talking about the Past (Tense)  17

Intermediate Spanish  14

Fitness, Health and Self-Interest

Better Balance! Steady and Strong  10

Chair Yoga  10

Chakra Yoga All Levels  14

Climbing Your Family Tree: Beginning Genealogy  10

Dance and Be Fit (Session 1) 12

Dance and Be Fit (Session 2) 19

Gentle Yoga  13

Lifestyle Reboot  11

Take Your Garden to the Next Level  18

TED Talks  13

Traditional Chinese Medicine: Health and Harmony  16

Zumba Gold  17

COURSES BY TOPIC | SPRING 2022
Clicking on each course title will take you to its course description in the catalog. 

IN-PERSON COURSES ARE HIGHLIGHTED 
IN PURPLE. ALL OTHER COURSES TAKE 
PLACE ONLINE.
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Literature and Creative Writing

August Wilson: Pittsburgher and Playwright, III  13

Best American Short Stories 2021  20

Dante’s Paradiso: a Template for a Righteous,  
Just, and Happy Society   22

Down These Mean Streets: Tough Guys, 
Tough Stories  24

Love Stories: Ancient to Medieval  17

Modern and Post-modern Short Fiction  14

Myths and Legends of Ireland  21

The Nun and the Poet: Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz 
and Octavio Paz  21

A Short Story Salad  24 

Urban Dream, Urban Nightmare 2- Los Angeles  14

William Faulkner, American Author  21

Women in Science Fiction: From Mary Shelley  
to Sigourney Weaver  23

Math and Economics    

A Financial-Economic View of American History  25

Mastering the Market: Investing in a Complex World  16

Political, Social Sciences and Society
The American Politics of Healthcare Reform  
in Comparative Perspective  14 

Anti-Black Bias in the American Criminal  
Legal System  20

China in the 21st Century: Problems and Prospects  10

Contemporary Economic Policy Issues  15

Divining Bette Midler: Queer Lives, Gay Icons  
and Diva Worship  16

Ireland & Northern Ireland: Exploring the Politics  
and History of Conflict & Peacebuilding  15

Local News: Stories from A Shifting Landscape  18

Organized Crime  12

Right-wing Ideologies Throughout the  
Twentieth Century  22

Us vs. “Them”: Intergroup Bias, Dynamics,  
and Opportunities  24 

Religious Studies

Angels and Demons in the Bible  25

Christianity for a Post-Christian Context:  
The New Possibilities for Faith and Practice  19

Death in the Name of God: Martyrs 
and Martyrdom  22

Science, Technology and Medicine
The Crosstalk Between Physiology and the 
Pathological Condition of the Human Body  20

Fantastic Fossils  22

Genetics: Its History, Developments, and Impact  15

Genomics and the Future of Health Care:  
A Precision Medicine Primer  19

Getting the Most from Your iPad  13

The History of Physics  12

Mars: Past, Present, and Future  10

Stonehenge to Hubble  11

Understanding Your Health  11

What is Cancer? State of the Art Approaches to  
Diagnosis, Prognosis and Personalized Treatment  23

Visual & Performing Arts

Beginner Watercolor  16

Drawing: The First Step  15

Monotype Printmaking Deep Dive  13

Watercolors with Six Tubes: Series 2  11 

Zentangle in Color  14

COURSES BY TOPIC | SPRING 2022 (continued)
Clicking on each course title will take you to its course description in the catalog.  

IN-PERSON COURSES ARE HIGHLIGHTED 
IN PURPLE. ALL OTHER COURSES TAKE 
PLACE ONLINE.
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OLLI Course Descriptions 
Session 1: Monday, January 24–Saturday, February 26, 2022

9–10 a.m.

Better Balance! Steady  
and Strong
Are you looking for an exercise 
program designed to improve your 
everyday life? This course, led by 
a physical therapist, will focus on 
balance and core strengthening 
exercises. Come join the fun and learn 
a program designed to improve your 
posture and daily function while also 
decreasing your risk of falls and injury. 
No special equipment needed, and 
most of the exercises are completed 
standing. No part of the program 
involves getting up and down from 
the floor. This program is suitable for 
beginners yet appropriate for those 
with more exercise experience as it 
can be adapted to fit individual needs.

Enjoyment • Diane Markovitz

10–11:30 a.m.

China in the 21st Century: 
Problems and Prospects
How did China, a country beset by 
war, unrest and poverty, become an 
increasingly wealthy and globally 
relevant country over the past four 
decades? How has China’s single-
party state, which came to power in 
1949 to form the People’s Republic 
of China, been able to adapt—and 
indeed thrive—when so many other 
single-party states have stagnated or 
collapsed? What does China’s rise and 
all its attendant impacts—economic, 
political and environmental—mean 
for the rest of the world and for the 
United States in particular? This five-
part lecture series will analyze the 
“rise” of China, focusing on several 

MONDAY
key topics: trade and technology, 
China’s political system, its foreign 
policies, the country’s vast—and 
growing—energy needs, as well as 
issues on China’s periphery, notably  
in Hong Kong, Xinjiang and Taiwan.

Academic • Scott McKnight

Mars: Past, Present,  
and Future
Since historical times, the planet Mars 
has been the focus of intense research 
and curiosity. Studied by Aristotle, 
Galileo, Tyco, Kepler and the eminent 
astronomer Percival Lowell; there has 
been no other planet or object within 
our solar system that has generated 
such interest. Through the use of 
modern probes and surface rovers we 
now have a clearer understanding of 
the enigmatic planet Mars. This class 
will present an overview of the history 
of exploration, characteristics and 
recent discoveries of the most Earth-
like planet in the solar system: Mars!

Academic • Stephen Lindberg

10–11:50 a.m.

The Korean War

The Korean War has long been called 
the forgotten war, but recent events 
have rekindled interest in learning 
something about the first war that 
America didn’t win. The course will 
look at the political and diplomatic 
events that led to the conflict, the 
geography of the war, and some of 
the key personalities involved and 
how they influenced the progress of 
the war. It also will look at the key 
campaigns and the eventual outcome.

Academic • David Albert

IN-PERSON COURSE

Climbing Your Family Tree: 
Beginning Genealogy*

This 4-week course provides an 
introduction to the process involved 
in searching for family roots. 
Beginning with information gathering 
from family tradition and oral history 
interviews, the methodology of 
recording, organizing, and storing 
your family history is reviewed. 
Resources discussed include 
census schedules, vital records and 
courthouse resources, church and 
cemetery records, and immigration 
and naturalization.

Academic • Marilyn Holt

11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Chair Yoga
This gentle form of yoga is practiced 
using a chair as a prop/stabilizer 
for support during standing 
poses or adapted for sitting on a 
chair. It is especially beneficial for 
people concerned with balance or 
coordination issues or those who have 
felt they are unable to participate in 
other yoga experiences. The class 
includes poses for strength training, 
mobility in the joints and more 
relaxing poses to help steady the 
mind. Opportunities to intensify, with 
modifications to make the poses more 
accessible, will be offered throughout 
the course so that participants learn 
to adapt to their personal situations 
and comfort as well as challenge 
themselves. The course is appropriate 
for all levels.

Enjoyment • Susan Gillis Kruman

IN-PERSON COURSE
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1–2:30 p.m.

Beginner Spanish*
Members may take only one level of 
Spanish per term.

This 10-week course is appropriate 
for beginners who have no or 
very little experience with Spanish 
language. The course will focus 
on basic vocabulary and themes 
(greeting others, numbers, days of 
the week, etc.), useful expressions for 
travel (making reservations, asking 
for directions, expressing likes and 
dislikes, etc.) and some grammar, 
primarily present tense verbs. 
Communication strategies will be 
emphasized. Students can expect 
to study words, phrases, simple 
sentences, and practice listening/
reading. Weekly class material is 
provided. Please note: this course is 
often taken several times. This is a 
versatile course that includes different 
class material under the same goals 
and objects every term.

Exploration • Karen Goldman

Understanding Your Health
This course presents an overview 
of the five most common diseases 
in Americans. Students will have 
the opportunity to learn the causes 
of disease, risk factors, prevention, 
diagnosis and common treatments for 
heart disease, diabetes, hypertension, 
asthma and arthritis. They will also 
learn to recognize common medical 
terminology and the features found 
on medical reports. There are no 
assessments or assignments in the 
course and the sessions will take the 
form of lecture and group discussion. 
No prior anatomy, physiology or 
medical knowledge is required. No 
medical advice will be given and 
students will not be asked to share 
any personal or medical information.

Academic • Jennifer Roccisana

1–2:50 p.m.

Stonehenge to Hubble

This course provides an historical 
perspective of our place in the 
universe. We start with a description 
of the nighttime sky, both as 
viewed by the ancients, and in 
terms of a contemporary practical 
understanding. Next, we will follow 
the evolution of beliefs in earth’s 
place in the cosmos, beginning with 
the ancient Greeks, up through the 
Renaissance and the birth of modern 
astronomy. The remainder of the 
course applies a historical context 
to the major discoveries of modern 
astronomy: the search for life, the 
fate of the sun and other stars, and 
the discovery that our universe began 
14 billion years ago and has been 
expanding ever since.

Academic • David Nero

Lifestyle Reboot

This course was created to describe 
and apply approaches that support 
health and sustaining a total healthy 
lifestyle, including eating a whole 
food, plant-based diet, being 
physically active and engaging in 
mindfulness and positive psychology 
activities. The course teaches 
evidence-based science as it pertains 
to optimal health outcomes and 
helps disseminate fact from fiction in 
our world of information overload. 
Classes are a lecture style but will also 
allow time for interaction. The last 
20 minutes of each class is generally 
used for questions and discussion. 
Over the course of the five weeks, 
students will also conduct well-being 
assessments and develop a personal 
action plan best suited for them.

Enjoyment • Mary Jo Costello

IN-PERSON COURSE

IN-PERSON COURSE

The Past in our Presence: 
Preservation of Pittsburgh’s 
Historic Architecture

Pittsburgh’s historic buildings are an 
essential source of its uniqueness. 
Preservation and repurposing of 
many of these buildings have not only 
safeguarded the city’s architectural 
character, but also contributed 
substantially to its economic 
revitalization and its leading status in 
the field of architectural sustainability. 
This course starts with an exploration 
of the 19th-century European 
sources of ideas about preservation; 
evolution of preservation in the U.S. 
from a grass-roots movement to a 
professional field; and approaches 
to preservation. Our focus then turns 
to the extraordinary story of historic 
preservation in Pittsburgh, from the 
1960s to the present.

Academic • Tracy Myers

1–3 p.m.

Watercolors with Six Tubes: 
Series 2*
In this 10-week course, participants 
will continue to hone and learn 
techniques by using only six tubes 
of paint. The course will focus on 
values and learning how to translate 
value into color. Also covered will 
be what is a dominant color and its 
bias, plus the application of a 3 and 
3 technique to help participants 
understand light and lack of light to 
create dimension. It is not necessary 
to have taken the Series 1 course to 
benefit from this one. Participants will 
likely spend approximately $45 on 
purchasing the appropriate quality 
paints which will be used throughout 
the course. The instructor requires 
specific colors and brand of paints 
for participants. Supply list is emailed 
prior to course start.

Enjoyment • Elaine Bergstrom

IN-PERSON COURSE

CANCELLED
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6–7:30 p.m.

Organized Crime
What is organized crime? Is it the 
Mafia? Is it something more? During 
this course we will attempt to 
answer these questions and study 
the phenomenon that is organized 
crime, and compare the mythology 
surrounding it and its portrayal 
in Hollywood with how it actually 
operates in the real world. We 
will take a look at the history and 
development of organized crime in 
the United States. The emergence 
of “non-traditional” groups which 
are competing for power and profits 
will also be examined. We will also 
review the tools that law enforcement 
utilizes to investigate and prosecute 
organized crime.

Academic • Mark Serge

10–11 a.m.

Dance and Be Fit
This five-week course engages all age 
groups and all ability levels with fun 
and easy dance and fitness routines. 
Learning basic dance and fitness 
moves will help participants take more 
steps toward a healthier lifestyle and 
increased movement. No experience 
or special skills are needed. Great for 
beginners as well as veteran dancers, 
the course can be adapted to anyone’s 
unique needs.

Enjoyment • Roland Ford

TUESDAY

10–11:30 a.m.

Beginning Level French: 
Present Tense Verbs*
In this 10-week course designed 
for students with little or no prior 
knowledge of French, the focus 
will be on mastering phrases and 
set structures that may be useful 
for communicating across a variety 
of situations. Students will be 
encouraged to develop strategies to 
try to make themselves understood in 
instances where language proficiency 
may be lacking.

Exploration • Cathleen Sendek-Sapp

America and the Holocaust 
Part 1
This course will set the stage, looking 
at both Germany and Hitler and 
America and Franklin Roosevelt on 
the eve of both men coming to power 
within five weeks of each other in 
1933. We will then begin to look at 
some of the actions of Hitler against 
the Jews in the early 1930s and 
America’s response, examining in 
more detail some of the actions—or 
lack thereof—of Roosevelt and other 
actors, given the context of the time.

Academic • Barbara Burstin

The History of England: 
According to William 
Shakespeare
Shakespeare’s 10 history plays 
chronicle the history of England for 
the 200 years before Shakespeare’s 
own time. By looking at the plays 
in historical order we can get a 
sense of what Shakespeare and 
his contemporaries saw as the key 
elements of English history and 
development (which is rather different 
than how we view it today) as well as 
developing an appreciation for some of 
Shakespeare’s most beloved, and most 
obscure, plays. No prior knowledge 
of Shakespeare’s plays or of English 
history is needed for this class.

Academic • Alan Irvine

The History of Physics
My physics professors would 
often introduce new ideas with an 
appreciative historical reference 
to an extraordinary physicist. We 
stand upon the shoulders of hard 
working, passionate, gifted explorers. 
Centuries of layered, puzzled-
together discoveries have made 
the impossible possible. There is no 
end in sight. This class surveys the 
history of physics, beginning with the 
ancients across the continents; then 
we will move forward to the scientific 
revolution and Newton; to atoms and 
Einstein; then to quantum and the 
expanding universe; and finally we 
will examine recent achievements, 
including the Higgs boson, 
gravitational waves, and quantum 
computing. You may finish this course 
with more questions than when you 
started. Welcome to physics.

Academic • Elizabeth Burnette

1–2:30 p.m.

Advanced Intermediate 
French Exploration: 
Miscellaneous Topics*
This 10-week course is designed 
for those who have taken several 
French courses and are interested 
in strengthening their speaking 
abilities and comprehension. Each 
week’s lesson centers on a selected 
topic with the goal of building and 
recalling useful vocabulary. The class 
is conducted for the most part in 
French. No text is required.

Exploration • Cathleen Sendek-Sapp
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August Wilson, Pittsburgher 
and Playwright, III
The 10 plays of August Wilson’s 
American Century Cycle dramatize 
African-American life through a 
century of comedy and tragedy, 
aspiration and despair. Creating a 
dramatic microcosm of America, 
Wilson is ranked with the country’s 
greatest—Eugene O’Neill, Tennessee 
Williams and Arthur Miller. All but 
one of the 10 are set in Pittsburgh’s 
Hill District, where Wilson (1945–
2005) grew up and matured his 
artistic vision. This is part three of 
Dr. Christopher Rawson’s Pitt Osher 
survey of Wilson’s work, begun in 
2020. Included for 2022 are “Ma 
Rainey’s Black Bottom”, “Fences”, 
“Seven Guitars” and “How I Learned 
What I Learned” (Wilson’s 11th play, 
a coda). Movies of “Ma Rainey” and 
“Fences” are optional extras.

Academic • Christopher Rawson

TED Talks*
TED (technology, entertainment, and 
design), a nonprofit organization that 
promotes “ideas worth spreading”; 
features talks by some of the world’s 
most engaging speakers on a wide 
variety of subjects. The TED website 
features more than 2,300 talks on 
video. In this class be prepared 
for discussion! We will discuss, 
debate, and reflect on a few of these 
talks each week. Some talks are 
informational, some are just plain fun. 
Group members are encouraged to 
select talks that inspire or intrigue 
them to kick off the discussion.

Exploration • Kathy Callahan

Understanding Scottish 
History 2
How did Scotland’s story change in the 
decades following the political union 
with England in 1707, and the collapse 
of the clan system as a consequence of 
the failed Jacobite rebellion in 1745? 
The answers are complex and integral 
to understanding the modern world. 
The nation associated with “Bonnie 
Prince Charlie” was also home to 

intellectual giants like David Hume and 
Adam Smith and the inventor James 
Watt. Scotland assumed an outsized 
role in Britain’s overseas empire—and 
in domestic struggles for democratic 
rights. What about Scotland’s unique 
cultural identity—and sense of 
autonomous political destiny?

Academic • Peter Gilmore

3–4:30 p.m.

Getting the Most from  
Your iPad 
If you’ve been “playing around” 
with your iPad during the pandemic 
but have always wondered how to 
harness its full power, this course is for 
you. You will learn how to make the 
most of the iPad’s many features and 
understand exactly what makes this an 
incredibly useful piece of technology. 
We will focus on all the various tips, 
and tricks and get smart in our use of 
the iPad—from arranging our apps 
to diving into the control center—
helping our battery stay powered 
to using shortcuts! You’ll learn 
about widgets, managing storage, 
navigating between app features, and 
so much more. You will need an iPad 
running the current version of iOS to 
get the most out of the course.  

Enjoyment • Richard Fitzgibbon

Plato’s “Republic”
In this course, we will engage in a 
rigorous study of Plato’s masterpiece, 
“Republic”. Reading Plato’s “Republic” 
will serve as an introduction to Plato, 
as not only a central thinker in the 
Western philosophical tradition, but 
as a teacher who uses his dialogues to 
help us investigate perennial ethical, 
political, and metaphysical questions. 
Although this class will be stimulating 
for students familiar with Plato, it will 
be accessible for those who are new to 
philosophy. This course is perfect for 
everyone who wants to learn and grow 
from engaging with a powerful thinker 
who is just as relevant today as he was 
more than 2,300 years ago.

Academic • Samuel Dickson

9–10 a.m. 

Gentle Yoga
This 10-week course is geared for 
those new to yoga or those who are 
interested in a gentle practice. It 
includes a combination of meditation, 
breath work, and flowing movement 
intended for all abilities. This class 
offers nurturing, kindness, and 
compassion for the body, regardless 
of a student’s physical abilities, age, 
or experience. You will experiment 
with balance, strength, flexibility, and 
stillness while practicing mindfulness 
and meditation techniques.

Enjoyment • Jill Clary

9:30–11:30 a.m.

Monotype Printmaking  
Deep Dive*
In this five-week course, we will take a 
deep dive into monotype printmaking 
techniques. Monotype combines the 
unique characteristics of printmaking 
with the spontaneity of painting to 
produce singular, original prints. 
We will explore a wide range of 
techniques using a gel plate, which 
does not require a printing press. 
These include handmade stencils, 
plant material, creating textures with 
various objects, overlaying imagery 
with multiple printing passes, trace 
monotype, light field and dark field 
monotype, and combining these 
techniques together. The pros and 
cons of different materials will be 
covered, including acrylic paint, 
printmaking ink, and a range of 
papers. We will draw inspiration from 
artists’ approaches to monotype, from 
Degas and Gauguin to contemporary 
artists, such as Jim Dine and Richard 
Diebenkorn. All can enjoy the course, 
from beginners to experienced artists.

Exploration • Ann Rosenthal

WEDNESDAY
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10–11:30 a.m.

The Boiling Republic: 
The Coming of the Civil War
In this course we will discuss the 
origins and buildup to the American 
Civil War covering the time period 
1848 to 1861. It examines the 
interaction of slavery, states’ rights, 
and the free soil movement as critical 
foundation stones for this conflict and 
explores many of the key political 
figures of this era including presidents 
such as Franklin Pierce and James 
Buchanan and emerging notables 
such as Stephen Douglas and Harriet 
Beecher Stowe.

Academic • Jared Day

Urban Dream, Urban 
Nightmare 2: Los Angeles
Sprawling, sultry, something created 
out of nothing in the California 
desert. Someplace where our moral 
compass became boxed, conspicuous 
consumption became standard, 
and corruption was the norm. Was 
anything ever more American? 
We’ll read parts from the following 
works: Jean Stein, “West of Eden”; 
Joan Didion, “Slouching Toward 
Bethlehem”, “Where I was From”; 
Raymond Chandler, “The Big Sleep”, 
“The High Window”, “The Little 
Sister”; Nathaniel West, “The Day 
of the Locust”; and Walter Mosley, 
“Devil in a Blue Dress”.

Academic • Abby Mendelson

10–11:50 a.m.

The American Politics 
of Healthcare Reform in 
Comparative Perspective

This course has three goals: 1) show 
how the origins and history of the 
healthcare system of the United 
States have shaped its current 
structure and problems; 2) identify the 
main actors whose interests currently 
condition the perspectives for the 
universalization of healthcare; 3) 

IN-PERSON COURSE

reach a better understanding of the 
political dynamics of reform by means 
of comparison with the institutional 
designs and the politics of reform in 
other developed democracies.

Academic • Javier Vazquez-D’Elia

10:15–11:15 a.m.

Chakra Yoga All Levels
This 10-week course moves through 
traditional yoga poses (or asanas) 
that align each individual chakra, 
moving up the spine from the root 
chakra to the crown chakra. Chakras 
are energy centers located across 
different points on our spinal column. 
When energy becomes blocked 
in a chakra, it triggers physical, 
mental, or emotional imbalances that 
manifest in symptoms such as anxiety, 
lethargy, or poor digestion. This class 
is for the student who likes a fluid, 
mindful practice that links alignment, 
movement and breath. Participants 
should wear comfortable, loose fitting 
clothing and have a yoga mat.

Enjoyment • Jill Clary

1–2:30 p.m.

Intermediate Spanish*
Members may take only one level of 
Spanish during a term.

This 10-week course is appropriate 
for participants who are comfortable 
with basic Spanish conversation using 
the present tense (or students who 
successfully completed several cycles 
of our “Beginner Spanish” course). 
The course focuses on the use of the 
past and future tense, more extensive 
vocabulary, structures, and syntax. At 
the end of the course, students are 
expected to feel comfortable with 
standard Spanish conversation. Please 
note that this course is often taken 
several times and is a versatile course 
that includes different class material 
under the same goals and objects 
every term.

Exploration • Camila Pulgar Machado 
and Maria Franco de Gomez

’ ’

Modern and Post-modern 
Short Fiction
This course will focus on short fiction 
which are examples of experimental 
modernist and post-modern fiction: 
naturalism, symbolism, realism, 
formalism, magical realism and 
surrealism. All stories will be by 
acknowledged masters of the form or 
by texts which have been recognized 
by literary prizes and/or critical 
recognition. Examples by authors such 
as Ernest Hemingway, Philip Roth, 
Sherwood Anderson, Grace Paley, A. 
M. Homes and Bharati Mukherjee.

Academic • Michael Helfand

Zentangle in Color*
Zentangle, the easy-to-learn 
meditative drawing technique, is 
usually done in only black and white. 
For this in-depth, 10-week course 
we’ll begin with basics, then jump 
right into a lively exploration of 
various media (watercolor, colored 
pencil, and markers), color theory, 
and a range of formats. Students will 
complete the course with a portfolio 
of samples, instructions, techniques 
and inspiration that will allow them 
to continue to play with color and 
Zentangle. No special skills or 
experience are necessary. Students 
should bring a willingness to explore 
and play with ideas and materials. 

Exploration • Sue Schneider
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1–2:50 p.m.

A History of Modern France

This course is a brief survey of the 
history of the country that Americans 
love or love to hate. Throughout  
the weeks, we will go from the Age  
of Enlightenment to the present, 
hitting the high and low points of 
French history.

Academic • Louise Mayo

Stalinism: Industrialization, 
WWII, and the Cold War

This course will examine Joseph 
Stalin’s leadership of the Soviet Union 
from 1928 to 1953. We will discuss 
the key historical developments 
during his reign of the Soviet Union: 
industrialization, collectivization, the 
Terror, World War II, and the Early 
Cold War.

Academic • Susan Grunewald

1:30–3 p.m.

Top Opera Arias in Context
Movies, TV shows, and commercials 
can’t exist without opera arias to 
connote just the right feeling for 
the scene or the sell. Have you ever 
heard an opera aria in a film and 
just couldn’t place it? Can you link 
Puccini’s “Nessun Dorma” to some 
famous spy thrillers? Have you ever 
chuckled when you’ve heard the 
“Ride of the Valkyries” in a luxury 
car commercial? Could you sing 
along with “La donna é mobile” 
in a spaghetti sauce ad? This four-
week course will explore some top 
arias that are commonly used out of 
context, and link them to the opera 
composers’ original intentions. And, 
you’ll have some fun acting as a 
“sound designer” for some silent 
video clips.

Enjoyment • Marilyn Egan

IN-PERSON COURSE

IN-PERSON COURSE

3–4:30 p.m.

Contemporary Economic 
Policy Issues
Through the actions of governments 
at the federal, state, and local levels, 
economics plays a central role in the 
functioning of every aspect of society. 
Given the centrality of its role, this 
course will address a set of prominent 
policy issues for which economics 
is at the core. We will explore these 
issues in detail, focusing on what the 
economics profession understands 
to be true, while not prescribing a 
specific policy solution. Each lecture 
will be provided by a subject matter 
expert, a PhD economist with a deep 
understanding of the issue at hand.

Academic • Jon Haveman

Ireland & Northern Ireland: 
Exploring the Politics 
and History of Conflict & 
Peacebuilding
This course explores and explains 
the development, process, and 
issues of conflict and peacebuilding 
in Northern Ireland and Ireland 
focusing on the periods of Irish 
Rebellion (1870s-1920s), the Troubles 
(1960s-1990s), the Good Friday 
Agreement of 1998, and continuing 
problems from 1998 to the present. 
The course will first begin with an 
exploration of Ireland under British 
rule through the 19th century leading 
to the early conflicts of the 20th 
century such as the Easter Rebellion 
of 1916 and the emergence of the 
Irish Free State in 1921. More focus 
is on the impact of the status of 
Northern Ireland after 1921 and into 
the 21st century including the period 
of the Troubles beginning in the late 
1960s and since the Good Friday 
Agreement of 1998.
Academic • Paul Adams

10–11:30 a.m.

Broadway Deconstructed
Do you love Broadway musical 
comedies? Ever wonder how they are 
put together? Join us as we view and 
explain clips of opening numbers, 
main character’s signature songs, 
blockbusters, supporting character 
songs and the ten o’clock numbers 
from some famous and not so 
famous shows.

Enjoyment • Sam and Candy Caponegro

Drawing: The First Step*
In this 10-week course students will 
learn the value of drawing as its own 
art form and how to use drawing as 
a starting point for other art projects. 
We will learn about universal art 
concepts such as value, composition, 
perspective and what makes a strong 
work of art.

Exploration • Melissa Tai

Genetics: Its History, 
Developments, and Impact 
It has been said, “Nothing in biology 
makes sense except when viewed 
through genetics.” Certainly, we 
can attest to the huge impact that 
our knowledge of genetics is having 
on our lives. This course will cover 
genetics chronology and science, 
from Mendel’s pea experiments to the 
use of CRISPR to alter human genes. 
Along the way we will look at major 
events, such as the discovery of the 
shape of DNA, to the break of the 
genetic code, to our ability to make 
copies of DNA, to the uses of DNA in 
forensics and of course to the recent 
RNA revolution in vaccines (Can you 
say Jennifer Doudna?). The course is 
intended for those with no or limited 
knowledge of genetics.

Academic • Jose Juves  

THURSDAY

’



16 | OLLI.PITT.EDU *LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE

The Muckrakers, 1890-1920
In a speech in 1906, President Teddy 
Roosevelt referred to a group of 
activists as “muckrakers”, like a 
character in John Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s 
Progress”, so busy raking the muck 
that they saw nothing good around 
them. These women and men 
established a standard for modern 
investigative journalism as they drew 
attention to crime, governmental and 
corporate corruption, exploitation of 
workers, and multiple problems of an 
increasingly urban America.

Academic • John Burt

1–2:30 p.m.

Advanced Conversational 
Spanish*
Members may take only one level of 
Spanish during a term. 

This 10-week course is appropriate 
for participants who are comfortable 
and successful at communicating in 
Spanish and want to further develop 
their reading and conversational skills. 
Participants are expected to be able 
to use present, past and future tenses, 
and have significant vocabulary and 
understanding of syntax (or have 
successfully completed Intermediate 
Spanish). The course is taught in 
Spanish and focuses on analyzing and 
discussing reading material. Weekly 
class material is provided. (Please note: 
this course is often taken several times. 
This is a versatile course that includes 
different class material under the same 
goals and objects every term.)

Exploration • Maria Franco de Gomez

Beginner Watercolor*
Enjoy the beauty, quirks and happy 
surprises watercolor painting can 
bring! In this 10-week course, a new 
online lesson and demonstration, 
followed by discussion, will be 
presented each week. Topics to be 
covered will include: washes, brush 
work, color, perspective, composition 
and much more. Participants will 

be encouraged to submit photos 
of their own watercolor works for 
group discussion, questions, and 
suggestions. Individual feedback 
from the instructor will be provided to 
participants. This course is appropriate 
for beginners and those with less than 
one-year watercolor experience.

Exploration • Melissa Tai

Traditional Chinese Medicine: 
Health and Harmony
Traditional Chinese medicine, 
including acupuncture and herbal 
prescriptions, has been in continuous 
use in the world from 3,000 years ago 
to the present day. In the West we 
know it mainly by its technologies: 
acupuncture, cupping, massage, 
and herbs, but the real magic lies in 
its theories and philosophies about 
health and the role of humans in 
the universe. This course explores 
the theory and practice of Chinese 
medicine and how to apply this 
knowledge to understanding your 
own health.

Academic • Thalia Gray

Mastering the Market: 
Investing in a Complex World
This course will examine some of the 
more intermediate level investing 
skills and methodologies. We’ll 
look at advanced charting, different 
formulas, and ratios for valuing any 
kind of investment (from stocks 
to real estate), and even spend a 
decent amount of time going over 
the basics and nuances of Bitcoin 
and cryptocurrencies. We’ll also look 
at some of the broader political and 
socio-economic trends that move 
markets and affect global economies. 
No previous investment knowledge 
or experience is necessary, but if 
you’ve attended a previous “Intro to 
Investing Class” you should feel right 
at home.

Academic • Aaron Leaman

3–4:30 p.m.

Divining Bette Midler:  
Queer Lives, Gay Icons and 
Diva Worship
Since the late 19th century, gay 
men have been drawn to certain 
female performers with a fervor that 
goes beyond mere entertainment. 
Artists like Mae West, Ruth Etting, 
Sophie Tucker, Judy Garland, 
Barbra Streisand, Cher, Diana Ross, 
Liza Minnelli, Patti Labelle, Donna 
Summer, Madonna, Lady Gaga—and 
Bette Midler—among others, have 
generated powerful responses from 
gay men, connections characterized 
by an intensity largely absent 
between other performers and their 
straight fans. Why? That question is at 
the heart of this OLLI course.

Academic • Tim Ziaukas

Women of Rock and Roll
The 1970s was the decade that 
women earned their place in Rock 
and Roll as commercial, as well as 
critical, partners in the new art form. 
This course will feature the music 
and careers of Janis Joplin, Linda 
Ronstadt, Ann and Nancy Wilson 
from Heart, Christine McVie and 
Stevie Nicks of Fleetwood Mac, Tina 
Turner and more. Other honorable 
mentions will be presented as well. 
Learn how these women gave rise to 
some of the biggest selling albums in 
Rock and Roll.

Enjoyment • Robert Joyce

PHOTO BY BOB DEUTSCH. USED WITH PERMISSION.
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10–11:30 a.m.

A Short History of 
Reproductive Rights
This course will examine the 
historical contexts of the modern 
debates over reproductive rights, 
including discussions of ancient and 
medieval methods of contraception 
and termination, the emergence 
of “medical” childbirth, and the 
development of a concerted 
movement against abortion in the 
post Roe v. Wade period.

Academic • Julia Hudson-Richards

Kant’s Critique of Pure 
Reason
Kant’s “The Critique of Pure Reason” 
marks the most important turning 
point in the history of philosophy 
since Aristotle. In this challenging 
and staggeringly brilliant work, Kant 
promises (in effect) to break us out 
of the prison of metaphysics by 
introducing a bold and intricately 
developed conception of the 
relationship between our cognitive 
powers and objective reality. In 
this course we will work toward an 
understanding of Kant’s project by 
concentrating on key sections of the 
“Critique”, culminating in a study 
of the notorious “Transcendental 
Deduction of the Pure Concepts of 
the Understanding”.

Academic • Gregory Strom

FRIDAY Intermediate French 
Exploration: Talking about 
the Past (Tense)*
In this 10-week course, participants will 
be looking at the formation and use 
of various past tenses in French and 
applying them in classroom activities. 
Class time may also include working 
with passages from a selected reader. 
This course is geared to students 
who have difficulty in comfortably 
delivering simple sentences in French. 
Some prior knowledge of French is 
expected. Advanced speaking skills 
are not required.

Exploration • Cathleen Sendek-Sapp

Love Stories: Ancient to 
Medieval
This course introduces participants 
to Western ideas of love, starting 
from the classical Greek times to 
the Middle Ages. Discussions will 
be based on literary texts as well as 
philosophical texts representative of 
historical social concepts of love. We 
will also explore psychological views 
of love.

Academic • Orin James

12:30–3:30 pm

Movie Cornucopia

In this course we will watch and 
discuss: Documentary (Tim Wardle’s 
“Three Identical Strangers”), Dynamic 
Duos (Jane Russell & Marilyn Monroe 
in “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”), 
Manhattan Mayhem (Mia Farrow 
and Oscar winner Ruth Gordon in 
“Rosemary’s Baby”), Neil Simon (“The 
Odd Couple” with Jack Lemmon 
and Walter Matthau) and Bela Lugosi 
(Martin Landau won an Oscar playing 
Lugosi opposite Johnny Depp in 
“Ed Wood,” about America’s worst 
filmmaker). All with English captions.

Enjoyment • Ed Blank

IN-PERSON COURSE

9–10 a.m. 

Zumba Gold
The Zumba Gold® fitness program 
is designed to meet the anatomical, 
physiological, and psychological 
needs of adults 50 and better. 
Like the traditional Latin inspired 
Zumba workout, the Zumba Gold® 
workout incorporates many of the 
dance and fitness routines set to 
Latin and international rhythms but 
is performed at a lower intensity. 
Participants have a good time while 
increasing their physical fitness.

Enjoyment • Lisa Sobek

SATURDAY



OLLI Course Descriptions 
Session 2: Monday, March 14–Friday, April 15, 2022

10–11:30 a.m.

Local News: Stories from a 
Shifting Landscape
Remember when everything you’d 
want to know about your community 
and the world was in a roll of paper 
on your front step every morning? 
Today’s media environment is much 
different—far more varied, and in 
some ways richer, but also more 
treacherous. This course will start 
with a discussion of the emerging 
news ecosystem, with an emphasis on 
where one can find credible, in-depth 
local news online. In subsequent 
weeks, participants will be asked 
to read and discuss different takes 
on a timely local news story, often 
including the study leader’s work. 
The study leader will talk about the 
process through which local news is 
generated, and the reasons why the 
same topic may be handled differently 
by various news outlets. Guest 
journalists will share their experiences.

Exploration • Rich Lord

Take Your Garden to the  
Next Level
In this course, we will focus on 
several important, interesting, and 
exciting items in gardening, including: 
the importance and relevance of 
native plants; propagating plants - 
discussing the different techniques 
used to produce MORE plants; shade 
gardening and how to accomplish 
this successfully; and how to even 
incorporate tropical plants in the 
garden. Give your garden a different 
look with these lush additions to 

MONDAY
the landscape! Join Doug Oster as 
he shares the secrets of taking your 
garden to the next level.

Enjoyment • Doug Oster

10–11:50 a.m.

Dublin at War: A Discussion of 
Four Plays by Sean O’Casey

O’Casey was a prolific playwright, 
born in Dublin, and with a strong 
Irish republican background, who 
became a major part of the early 
Abbey Theatre fraternity. He moved 
from Ireland to England where his 
writing took on a more lyrical form. 
However, he is best remembered 
for his remarkable quartet of plays 
concerning Dublin before during, and 
after the Easter Rising of 1916. In this 
course, we will examine each of these 
plays in their historic chronology: 
“The Silver Tassie” set in the First 
World War; “The Plough and the 
Stars” set during the Easter Rising of 
1916; “The Shadow of a Gunman” 
set in the War of Independence; and 
“Juno and the Paycock” set in the 
ensuing Civil War.

Academic • Alan Stanford

A Design Journey

Over many years of teaching graphic/
communication design, there were 
topics I especially enjoyed delving 
into with students. Five of them 
are selected for this class, which 
will be a guided tour through my 
corner of design. We’ll visit topics 
like communicating with words and 
images, the world of color, how 
information is conveyed, the graphic 
eye for composition, the value of 
both books and blogs, and why 

IN-PERSON COURSE

IN-PERSON COURSE

(some) designers are picky about 
fonts. Since I’ll be your guide, it will 
be my perspective and my aesthetics 
on design that I’ll present. You’ll see 
many visual examples and hear stories 
and explanations about what you’re 
seeing. In the end, hopefully you’ll 
have a better understanding of one 
design field that touches our lives in 
so many ways.

Academic • Daniel Boyarski

The Four Gospels in Art

This course is designed to allow art 
to help us understand the gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
We’ll be discussing key passages from 
the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John—and how those passages 
have been represented in art, mostly 
Medieval and Renaissance art. 
Outside reading of the gospels will 
not be necessary—though it would,  
of course, add to the experience.

Academic • David Brumble

What’s Philosophy Good for?

There’s an old saying, philosophy 
bakes no bread. Yes, philosophy 
doesn’t help you start your car on a 
cold Pittsburgh morning or make you 
better looking. Then, why spend time 
on philosophizing? We philosophize 
because we all wonder about: What 
is the meaning of life? What can I be 
certain of? Can we prove that there is 
a God? What should government do 
and not do? The instructor will lecture 
to provoke your wonder and thought 
on these questions. This course is a 
brief introduction or re-introduction 
to philosophy. The instructor will 
provide optional reading materials.

Academic • Joseph Givvin

IN-PERSON COURSE

IN-PERSON COURSE
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11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Chair Yoga
(continued from Session 1)

1–2:20 p.m. 

Genomics and the Future 
of Health Care: A Precision 
Medicine Primer

Did you ever want to know what 
precision medicine is all about? How 
does our genetics impact our health? 
What is the association between 
our DNA and our environment? 
Why do some medications not 
work well for some people or even 
cause unexpected side effects? Are 
there ways science might be able 
to help predict this? Come learn all 
about these topics and how local 
and national research programs are 
leading the way to change the future 
of health.

Academic • Mylynda Massart and 
Lucas Berenbrok

1–2:30 p.m.

Beginner Spanish 
(continued from Session 1)

1–2:50 p.m.

Christianity for a Post-
Christian Context: The 
New Possibilities for Faith 
and Practice 

Sociologists have tracked the decline 
of Christianity in the United States 
for decades. Beginning in the 1960s, 
mainline denominations began to 
grow older and smaller, losing their 
younger members to a growing 
population of religiously unaffiliated 
persons. By the end of the twentieth 
century, white evangelical communities 
like the Southern Baptists followed 

IN-PERSON COURSE
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suit. It is now widely accepted that 
Christian communities in the U.S. 
are undergoing new pressures and 
immense changes. But how should we 
understand these changes? And what 
new possibilities for Christian faith and 
practice do such challenges suggest? 
Over the course of four weeks, this 
course will seek to understand these 
dynamics and explore new directions 
for faith communities in a post-
Christian landscape.

Academic • Scott Hagley

1–3:00 p.m.

Watercolors with Six Tubes: 
Series 2 
(continued from Session 1)

1–4 p.m.

Documentary Films: When 
Truth is Stranger Than Fiction

If you think documentaries must 
be dry or pedantic, come see how 
intellectually stimulating, moving, 
and entertaining—not to mention 
downright hilarious—these films can 
be. We view and discuss a movie each 
week to gain often startling insights 
into various topics. We also focus on 
not just the movies’ subjects, but how 
film-making techniques—direction, 
camera work, soundtrack, and 
editing—contribute to the film overall. 
Films will include new selections as 
well as some tried-and-true favorites. 

Course meets at St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral, 419 S Dithridge St, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213.

Enjoyment • David Shifren

IN-PERSON COURSE

9:30–10:50 a.m.

China: from Confucius to Xi

This course will provide a brief take 
on the cultural, economic, and 
political histories under the dynasties 
of the Chinese emperors up until the 
Chinese Revolution of 1910. Then 
we slow it down to look at the last 
110 years: the rise of the Chinese 
Communist Party, their struggle with 
conservative nationalist forces, the 
experience of WWII, the founding of 
the People’s Republic by Mao in 1949, 
the struggle to industrialize in the 
Great Leap Forward, and the Great 
Proletarian Revolution. Finally, the 
course will highlight the blossoming 
of the economy in the 21st century 
and other aspects of Xi’s China.

Academic • Charles Hier 

10–11 a.m. 

Dance and Be Fit*

This five-week course engages all age 
groups and all ability levels with fun 
and easy dance and fitness routines. 
Learning basic dance and fitness 
moves will help participants take more 
steps toward a healthier lifestyle and 
get you moving. No experience or 
special skills are needed. Great for 
beginners as well as veteran dancers, 
the course can be adapted to anyone’s 
unique needs.

Enjoyment • Roland Ford

TUESDAY

IN-PERSON COURSE

IN-PERSON COURSE
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10–11:30 a.m.

Beginning Level French: 
Present Tense Verbs 
(continued from Session 1)

America and the Holocaust 
Part 2
In this course, we will examine the 
years right before the outbreak of 
World War II and the beginning of 
the Holocaust, up through the end of 
the war. These classes are a slimmed 
down version of a semester course 
offered to undergraduates at Pitt. 
There will be an opportunity for some 
role playing and discussion as we get 
into the material. Warning–a study 
of this subject is both fascinating and 
provocative. Be prepared! (Note: it is 
not necessary to have taken Part 1 to 
benefit and learn from this course).

Academic • Barbara Burstin

The Crosstalk between 
Physiology and Pathological 
Conditions of the Human Body
The aim of this course is to equip 
participants with knowledge on basic 
physiological mechanisms and different 
physiological variables in healthy 
human beings. Receiving attention 
in the course will be: organ systems, 
tissues, and cells; the physiology of 
muscles and nerves; circulating body 
fluids and their roles, the cardiovascular 
system and circulation; and the 
physiology and functions of the nervous 
system in healthy living and disease. 
The program will emphasize biological 
changes that are responsible for various 
conditions and their management.

Academic • Rimi Hazra

10–11:50 a.m.

Anti-Black Bias in the 
American Criminal 
Legal System

Racism against Black Americans has 
been pervasive in America’s criminal 
legal system. This course will start 
with the history of the criminalization 
of Black Americans since they became 
citizens in 1865. Policy options for 
reducing homicides and other violent 
crime by Blacks will be explored. 
Further, Blacks have been killed by 
police at 3.5 times the rate of whites 
since 1980, and this course will 
consider ways to end these killings. 
The Black Lives Matter movement 
and its effects will be discussed. 
Racial disparities and racial bias 
throughout the criminal legal system 
will be explored along with possible 
actions for ending these. Actions by 
whites that are not, but should be 
prosecuted, will be reviewed. 

Course meets at the Pitt Homewood 
Community Engagement Center,  
622 N Homewood Ave, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15208.

Academic • Ralph Bangs

Best American Short  
Stories 2021

Using the most recent “Best American 
Short Stories 2021” anthology as 
our textbook, we will read and 
discuss some of today’s best short 
fiction, written by both famous and 
up-and-coming writers. Each week 
we will discuss two stories, looking 
at these selections in the context 
of the contemporary literary world, 
considering specific authors’ bodies 
of work and learning more about the 
literary magazines where these stories 
first appeared. This class will provide 
a crash course on the state of the 
contemporary American short story.

Academic • Adam Reger

IN-PERSON COURSE

IN-PERSON COURSE

11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Alphabets and Literacy

How do alphabets differ from other 
writing systems? How did they 
begin? Why is English spelling so 
crazy, and what about phonics? Is 
it hard to read Russian? What’s it 
like to be illiterate as an adult? Can 
you remember learning how to 
read? Lectures explore a variety of 
perspectives on alphabets and writing 
systems to answer these and related 
questions. Weekly workshops engage 
participants in decoding everyday 
texts in an unfamiliar alphabet. 
Outside class, each participant selects 
a new alphabet to learn and share 
with the group. Whether we are just 
decoding ads or moving on to news 
and literature, learning an alphabet 
brings us closer to the people who 
use it.

Academic • Susan Todhunter 

Presocratic Philosophy

Philosophy in Greece was 
inaugurated by a series of 
thinkers—the Presocratics—whose 
intellectual daring set in motion a 
continuing theoretical adventure 
that weds argumentative rigor to 
an uncompromising demand for 
answers to the deepest questions of 
existence. In this course, we will study 
the landmarks of this early phase in 
the history of Greek philosophy not 
just to understand their philosophical 
positions but also in order to 
appreciate the revolutionary nature of 
very idea of philosophy itself.

Academic • Gregory Strom

IN-PERSON COURSE

IN-PERSON COURSE
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1–2:30 p.m.

Advanced Intermediate 
French Exploration: 
Miscellaneous Topics 
(continued from Session 1)

Understanding the 
Reformation
The Reformation of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries (like the 
Renaissance) represents a major 
transitional moment in European 
history and the development of the 
modern world. People’s worldview 
shifted dramatically.  Alterations in 
religious belief and form of church 
governance triggered upheavals in 
society and politics. This course will 
explain what these events meant for 
Europeans-and the wider world they 
had begun to enter.

Academic • Peter Gilmore

William Faulkner, 
American Author
The South built up a society 
based on exploitation and sheer 
cussedness, a world passing away 
even while Faulkner was describing 
it. “They kilt us, but they ain’t 
whupped us yit,” says Wash Jones. 
The old values of deference and 
courage were yielding to the 
schemes of men like Flem Snopes. 
The modern world had no place for 
boys reared in the Big Woods under 
Sam Fathers’ code of manhood. But, 
the past is never dead, it’s not even 
past. Faulkner created an imaginary 
kingdom where black and white 
lives are intertwined: the Sartorises, 
the Compsons, the Sutpens, the 
McCaslins, and the Ratliffs.

Academic • Clifford Johnson

1–2:50 p.m.

Myths and Legends of Ireland

Explore the rich body of stories, 
legends, and myths from the land of 
Ireland. Irish folk lore and literature 
are filled with stories of heroes and 
sorrow, of clever magic and witty 
rogues, and of love lost and gained. 
We look at the great, heroic tales 
from Celtic Ireland, the tales of 
blessed Patrick and the other saints, 
along with tales of leprechauns, of wit 
and blarney. 

Course meets at St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral, 419 S Dithridge St, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213.

Academic • Alan Irvine

The Nun and the Poet:  
Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz 
and Octavio Paz

Juana Inés de la Cruz (1648-1695) was 
the most important writer of Colonial 
Mexico, at a time when Mexico 
was the cultural center of Hispanic 
America. In this context, a woman 
raised in a middle-class house, with 
access to her grandfather’s library, and 
later to the palace of the Viceroyalty, 
became the court’s most admired 
poet. Sor Juana’s conversion as a nun 
allowed her to continue her work as 
a poet, playwright, and philosopher, 
while also imposing arduous 
constraints. Her remarkable life and 
work are the subject of Sor Juana or, 
“The Traps of Faith” by Mexican poet 
Octavio Paz. In this “masterpiece,” 
according to Peruvian writer Vargas 
Llosa, Paz draws “an absolutely 
extraordinary mural of what life was 
like in the Colony, not only in Mexico 
but in all of Latin America.” We will 
read chapters from Paz and selections 
of Juana’s writings.

Academic • Camila Pulgar Machado

IN-PERSON COURSE

IN-PERSON COURSE

1:30–3:20 p.m.

Songs with a Message

Janis Joplin jokingly introduced her 
classic “Mercedes Benz” as “a song 
of great political and social import.” 
In this course we will explore songs 
with important things to say about 
the world we live in and how we act 
in it. These will be sampled from the 
“Americana” genres, including blues, 
gospel, folk, country, with some rock 
and hip-hop. We’ll hear sorrow songs, 
labor songs, prison songs, protest 
songs, freedom songs, and more, by 
the likes of Odetta, Leadbelly, Woody 
Guthrie, Johnny Cash, Nina Simone, 
Bob Dylan, Buffy Sainte Marie, John 
Prine, Tracy Chapman, and Janelle 
Monae. We’ll read their lyrics closely, 
listen to their musical adaptations, 
watch videos and witness live 
performances. We’ll also take note 
of a song’s origins and historical 
moment, and how it has traveled 
across cultures and times, taking on 
new meanings.

Academic • Nicholas Coles

IN-PERSON COURSE
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9–10 a.m.

Gentle Yoga 
(continued from Session 1)

10–11:30 a.m.

Forging a New Nation: 
America in the Civil War and 
Reconstruction Era
In this course, we will examine a 
range of individuals and issues 
relating to the US Civil War and its 
aftermath. From notable politicians 
such as Abraham Lincoln to military 
leaders such as Ulysses Grant, we 
will explore aspects of how the war 
unfolded and reached its close at 
Appomattox. We will also be looking 
at the aftermath with special focus on 
the impeachment of Andrew Johnson 
and American reconstruction policies 
under Johnson and Grant.

Academic • Jared Day

Fantastic Fossils
Fossils provide us with the record 
of life on Earth. From the earliest 
single-celled organisms in Earth’s 
ancient oceans to the dinosaurs of the 
Mesozoic Era and mammals of the 
Cenozoic, the science of Paleontology 
reveals the life and death of ancient 
organisms. In this course we will 
explore how fossils form, the different 
types of fossils, and how we discover 
and interpret them.

Academic • Stephen Lindberg

WEDNESDAY 10–11:50 a.m.

Dante’s “Paradiso”: a 
Template for a Righteous, 
Just, and Happy Society

Having represented the Inferno 
as a world totally devoid of virtue, 
and Purgatorio as a place where 
hope takes the form of a possible 
restoration to righteousness, Dante’s 
Commedia finally celebrates the 
moral beauty of Paradiso: the supra-
natural prize reserved for those 
souls saved through penance and/
or conversion. Could this vision be 
a source of alienation, distracting us 
from reality as we focus on happiness 
in the afterlife while neglecting to 
fight for a better life here and now? 
For Dante, Paradiso serves as a 
template for a new, righteous, happy 
society, enlightened by the “love that 
moves the sun and other stars”.

Academic • Paolo Montemaggi

Right-wing Ideologies 
throughout the Twentieth 
Century

This course provides a historical 
overview of the most significant 
expressions of right-wing ideologies 
in the Western world during the 
twentieth century. Combining 
historical analysis and theoretical 
discussion, it aims at three main 
objectives: 1) identify the central 
ideas that have oriented the discourse 
and action of the most important 
right-wing political movements of the 
twentieth century; 2) understand the 
connections between the changes 
affecting ideas and their respective 
political contexts; 3) provide some 
conceptual instruments to analyze 
and explain those connections.

Academic • Javier Vazquez-D’Elia

IN-PERSON COURSE

IN-PERSON COURSE
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10:15–11:15 a.m.

Chakra Yoga All Levels 
(continued from Session 1)

11 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

City Beautiful: The 
Architecture of Oakland

In the last decade of the 19th 
century the Oakland section of 
Pittsburgh changed from a sleepy 
suburb into one of the nation’s finest 
examples of a City Beautiful cultural 
and educational center. Under the 
direction of the city’s elite grand 
public parks, libraries, museums, 
concert halls and university buildings 
filled central Oakland with an 
impressive architectural display. This 
process continues to this day. The 
class examines in detail the builders, 
architects and institutions which made 
it all possible. Close focus is on the 
architecture of Oakland and the city 
planning aesthetics. Along the way 
Oakland became the center of sports 
in Pittsburgh and this aspect is also 
studied. The class concludes with a 
look at where Oakland stands today 
and what its future may hold.

Academic • Robert Jucha

IN-PERSON COURSE
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Death in the Name of God:  
Martyrs and Martyrdom

This course will examine the origins 
of the concept of martyrdom, or the 
willingness to die for one’s religious 
beliefs in the Western Tradition 
(Judaism, Christianity, and Islam). 
First drawn from the experiences of 
the Maccabees in their revolt against 
Greece, the identical concept was 
absorbed by Christians and Muslims 
and continues into the modern world. 
At the same time, the other side of 
the coin rests in the willingness to also 
kill “in the name of God,” focusing 
on “the other” as the source of evil 
(women, non-Christians, non-Muslims, 
dissenters [heretics], racial and ethnic 
minorities, the LGBT communities and 
immigrants]). Paradoxically, both sides 
claim the reward of martyrdom which 
is being instantly transported to the 
presence of God.

Academic • Rebecca Denova

1–2:30 p.m.

Intermediate Spanish 
(continued from Session 1)

History of Photography  
1945-1995
In the second half of the 20th 
century, photographic images came 
to saturate every aspect of our 
daily lives. In this class, we’ll look at 
aspects of photography in culture 
ranging from fine art to mass media 
and snapshots. We’ll begin with the 
role of photography in American 
postwar ascendancy and see how it 
could dig deep into human stories at 
home. Photography was instrumental 
in the Civil Rights movement, and 
we’ll consider the benefits and 
limitations of “iconic” images over 
time. Street photography and pop 
art were equally vibrant in the 1960s, 
and we’ll consider the art world’s 
twists and turns from the fine art 
image to the challenging concepts 

IN-PERSON COURSE

of postmodernism. By the end of 
this period, we’ll see how the rise 
of digital photography transformed 
how people use and talk about 
photographs of all kinds.

Academic • Christine Lorenz

Women in Science Fiction: 
From Mary Shelley to 
Sigourney Weaver
A woman founded the vital genre of 
science fiction, with the publication 
of Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein” 
in 1818, but when sci-fi exploded 
into print in the early 20th century, 
women were largely excluded from 
the “boy’s club” of authors. This 
course includes landmark stories 
written by women, many dealing with 
gender, race and sexual orientation 
in provocative ways. Sci-fi films of the 
1950s reinforced traditional gender 
roles, showing women as weak, 
subservient, and prone to be carried 
off by monsters; by the feminist 
1970s, women became protagonists, 
culminating with the gritty feminist 
monster fighter Ripley in the Alien film 
series. We will trace this progression 
in film and TV clips.

Academic • Brett Rutherford

Zentangle in Color 
(continued from Session 1)

1–2:50 p.m.

Let’s Listen to the Movies

In this course we will discuss the 
evolution of music for films and how 
and why it is different than most of 
the music we hear at a concert. Our 
survey will start with the scores from 
the 30s of Korngold and Steiner 
and move through the decades to 
conclude with the music of Williams 
and Morricone.

Academic • Jno Hunt

IN-PERSON COURSE

The End of Architecture 2

This course will chart the decline of 
human-centered architecture, into 
the amorphous, entropic, plasticity of 
contemporary space—disconnected, 
isolated, foriegn to any natural or 
meaningful experience. From the 
end of the twentieth century, into the 
twenty-first, in this course each lecture 
will focus on one architect, examining 
their schematic strategies, theoretic 
postulates, and material executions, 
pioneering the future of architecture. 
Beginning with Zaha Hadid’s The Peak 
in 1982, a precursor to Frank Gehry’s 
Walt Disney Concert Hall in 1991, 
we will continue with revolutionary 
research by Philippe Block at ETH 
Zurich and Neri Oxman’s Media 
Matter Group at MIT, concluding with 
Jun’ya Ishigami’s Plaza at KAIT.

Academic • Matthew Schlueb

6–7:30 p.m.

What is Cancer? State of  
the Art Approaches to 
Diagnosis, Prognosis and 
Personalized Treatment

This course, taught by a physician-
scientist, will explore recent advances 
in how we currently think about 
cancer and utilize this knowledge to 
personalize its diagnosis, prognosis 
and treatment. It will begin with 
an explanation tailored for the 
layman) of basic concepts in the 
molecular biology that have provided 
unprecedented insight into this 
disease. It will then discuss recent 
technical advances that allow us 
to rapidly classify and sub-classify 
various cancers and identify the 
various gene mutations that can be 
targeted therapeutically. Finally, it will 
discuss recent therapeutic advances 
in chemotherapy and immunotherapy 
that are allowing physicians to 
effectively control, and in many cases 
cure, previously refractory cancers.

Academic • Edward Prochownik

IN-PERSON COURSE

IN-PERSON COURSE
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10–11:30 a.m.

Down These Mean Streets: 
Tough Guys, Tough Stories
The written word, and world, doesn’t 
get much tougher than this stuff. 
Prose with a proverbial punch in 
the face. We’ll read all or part of 
Dashiell Hammett, “The Maltese 
Falcon”; F.X. Toole, “Rope Burns: 
Stories from the Corner”; Donald 
Ray Pollock, “Knockemstiff”; Ray 
Chandler, “Trouble Follows Me”; 
James M. Cain, “Double Indemnity”; 
Curtis Dawkins, “The Graybar Hotel”; 
and Dennis Lehane, “Coronado” 
(“Animal Rescue”).

Exploration • Abby Mendelson

Drawing: The First Step 
(continued from Session 1)

FDR’s New Deal, 1932-1940
While accepting the Democratic 
nomination for president on July 
2, 1932, Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
promised a New Deal for the stressed 
and depressed American people. 
His New Deal reshaped American 
society. Its economic and political 
ramifications shaped the remainder 
of the 20th century and reach into the 
21st century. This course provides a 
close-up look at the New Deal.

Academic • John Burt

Us vs. “Them”: Intergroup 
Bias, Dynamics, and 
Opportunities
Can’t we just all get along? Intergroup 
contact is contact between members 
of different groups (under certain 
conditions) and has been an 
important subject of debate among 
scholars and practitioners for several 
decades, especially as it relates 

THURSDAY
to ethnic and racial relations. This 
discourse, originating in the field of 
social psychology, examines how 
human interaction and its situational 
influences affect intergroup dynamics. 
Despite years of research and 
examination, many questions remain 
unanswered about how contact 
between groups, especially those 
with historically tense relations, 
affects intergroup dynamics. 
Participants in this course will learn 
about contemporary debates on 
intergroup contact, explore case 
studies worldwide where cross-
group interaction is used in conflict 
resolution and transformation, and 
think of practical ways in which 
knowledge obtained in this course 
can be used to improve intergroup 
dynamics in everyday life.

Academic • Dijana Mujkanović

1–2:30 p.m.

Advanced Conversational 
Spanish 
(continued from Session 1)

Beginner Watercolor 
(continued from Session 1)

A Short Story Salad
We will read an assortment of short 
stories, one longer story and one 
shorter story each week, selections 
based on their ready availability 
online. Some will be familiar classics 
such as “Rip Van Winkle” and 
“The Overcoat” and “The Story 
of an Hour.” Others will be more 
contemporary. Our discussions will 
focus on the unique features of each 
story, but collectively we will work to 
sharpen and broaden our appreciation 
and understanding of fiction. 

Exploration • David Walton

U.S. Presidents of the 1960s
The decade of the 1960s was 
one of the most turbulent eras 
in American history, marked by 
massive social, cultural, and political 
changes. Fittingly, the decade also 
saw three of the most politically 
skilled and highly accomplished, 
but tragically concluded presidential 
administrations America has ever 
experienced. In this course, we will 
look closely at these three leaders, 
examining both how they set changes 
in motion and how they responded to 
changes they often could not control. 
We also will explore the three very 
different tragedies that brought each 
administration to a shocking end.

Academic • Jon Hurwitz

Women and Reform 1810-1850
Between 1810 and 1850 the 
world saw America not only as 
an experiment in a new form of 
government, but a new social 
experiment. Its citizens explored new 
forms of religion, family, and gender 
roles, and they tried to create a more 
perfect world through numerous 
reform movements. The experiments 
inevitably impacted women, but 
more importantly women were in the 
thick of the action as reformers. The 
reforms were diverse and sometimes 
contradictory, ranging, for example, 
from celibate utopian societies to 
those that espoused plural marriage 
and free love. The course will look 
at reforms and social movements 
including temperance, peace, anti-
slavery, and of course, women’s rights 
as well as experiments in sexuality, 
dress, marriage, and religion that 
offered alternatives to mainstream 
American society.

Academic • Joan Gundersen
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10–11:30 a.m.

Angels and Demons in  
the Bible
Popular imagination rarely does 
justice to the biblical understanding 
of angels and demons, especially 
as they are found in the Jewish and 
Christian Bibles. This class will look at 
both, including figures such as Lucifer, 
Satan and Leviathan as well as angels, 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim 
from their scriptural beginnings 
into modern consumption of these 
ideas. Ultimately, we will find that, as 
symbols of both good and bad, these 
are far more complex concepts than 
we might think, and what it means 
to conceive of goodness as intrinsic 
to our being, but evil especially as 
something outside of human creation.

Academic • Sandra Collins

A Financial-Economic View of 
American History
This offering will be an American 
economic history course centered on 
key financial/economic developments 
and policy regimes from the late 
colonial period to the 21st century. 
The course will address economic 
cycles, financial crises, and public 
policy in the context of evolving eras 
or stages of capitalism. The course 
will be lecture with Q&A/discussion. 
There are no outside readings but 
students are encouraged to take 
notes so that the course content 
can be considered for an end of 
class discussion about 21st century 
economic policy.

Academic • William Van Lear

FRIDAY History of Ancient Science
This course will examine the history of 
science, mathematics, and medicine 
from its inception among preliterate 
peoples to the Middle Ages. 
Emphasis will be on the scientific 
achievements of classical civilizations 
such as Greece, Rome, and Babylon, 
but we will also examine the shift of 
scientific inquiry to the Middle East 
and its return to the West at the dawn 
of the Renaissance.

Academic • Adam Davis

Intermediate French 
Exploration: Talking about 
the Past (Tense) 
(continued from Session 1)

12:30–3:30 p.m.

Extraordinary Challenges

In this course the Oscar-rich movies 
we will watch and discuss revolve 
around extraordinary challenges. We 
will watch: Martin Scorsese’s “Raging 
Bull” with Robert De Niro and Joe 
Pesci; “Requiem for a Heavyweight” 
with Anthony Quinn, Jackie Gleason 
and Mickey Rooney; “Rudy” with 
Sean Astin and Ned Beatty; Clint 
Eastwood’s “Million Dollar Baby” with 
Eastwood, Hilary Swank and Morgan 
Freeman, and “Deliverance” with 
Jon Voight, Burt Reynolds and Ned 
Beatty. All with English captions.

Enjoyment • Ed Blank

IN-PERSON COURSE



 

LECTURES

Friday, January 14, 2022 
10 a.m.–Noon • ONLINE WITH ZOOM

Meadowcroft Rockshelter 
Video lecture: James M. Adovasio, PhD

This session will begin by viewing the recorded lecture 
from James M. Adovasio, PhD. Meadowcroft Rockshelter, 
the oldest site of human habitation in North America, is in 
Avella, PA, 35 miles southwest of Pittsburgh. This National 
Historic Landmark features a massive rock overhang used 
for shelter by the region’s earliest inhabitants as many as 
19,000 years ago. Adovasio achieved international acclaim 
with the archaeological excavation of the Meadowcroft 
Rockshelter when work first began at the site in 1973. We 
will view a recording of his fascinating lecture on the arrival 
of early man into North America, which is given at the 
site each year. After the film, Meadowcroft Director Dave 
Scofield will answer questions and discuss how to visit 
Meadowcroft.
James M. Adovasio, PhD, DSc, achieved world acclaim as an 
archaeologist in the 1970s with his excavation of Pennsylvania’s 
Meadowcroft Rockshelter. During his career, Adovasio has 
specialized in the analysis of perishable materials (basketry, 
textiles, etc.) and the application of high-tech methods in 
archaeological research. 

JANUARY MINI-COURSE SERIES

Tuesdays, January, 4, 11, and 19, 2022
10–11:30 a.m. • ONLINE WITH ZOOM

James Joyce, Sylvia Beach and the 100-Year 
Anniversary of the Publication of Ulysses 

February 2nd marks 100 years since 
the publication of James Joyce’s 
“Ulysses” by Shakespeare and 
Company, the Paris bookstore run 
by American Sylvia Beach. Join 
Instructors Kathleen Donnelly and 
Clifford Johnson in this special mini-
course. In the first two sessions, 

Kathleen Donnelly will trace the novel’s development, from 
excerpts in “The Little Review” being declared obscene to 
Sylvia handing the first copy to Joyce on his 40th birthday, 
and we’ll examine the relationships among Joyce’s “such 
friends” along the way. In the final week, Clifford Johnson 
will discuss the novel everyone means to read, but never 
does; going past the pretentious, scholarly twaddle, 
Johnson will diminish your Joyce-phobia. Joyce perfected 
a new sort of realism, and, although he had been in self-
imposed exile for eighteen years, he perfectly captured 
Dublin speech. Please note: You don’t have to read 
“Ulysses” to enjoy any of these sessions!
Kathleen Dixon Donnelly, PhD, received her MBA from 
Duquesne University and her PhD from Dublin City University, 
where she researched early 20th century groups of creative 
people. Clifford Johnson, PhD, from Alexandria, Virginia, has a 
Ph. D. in English and American literature from the University of 
Virginia. He has been reading James Joyce all his life.   

Tuesdays, January 11 and 19, 2022
1–2:30 p.m. • ONLINE WITH ZOOM

Ups and Downs: Music that Elicits Emotion  
and Empathy
Have you ever been moved to tears by hearing a piece of 
music? Have you smiled all day after listening to a song or 
symphony? Laughter and sorrow, with or without words, 
music has the capacity to evoke extremes of emotion. 
It’s a mysterious process, and worthy of investigation. 
Exploring musical mountaintops and valleys is bound to be 
profound, revealing and enjoyable.
Owen Cantor*, DMD was founder and music director of the 
Summerfest Chamber Music Festival, which presented 14 
summers of great chamber works in Fox Chapel, and for 10 
summers, he was a participant and trustee at the Chamber  
Music and Composers Forum at Bennington, Vermont. He has 
served as a board member and advisor to many Pittsburgh 
musical organizations. 

Wednesdays, January 5, 12 and 19, 2022
10–11:30 a.m. • ONLINE WITH ZOOM

Navigating Senior Services, Why Planning for  
the Future is Important 
The purpose of the mini-course is to outline options for 
seniors as they age.  Each week a different group of guest 
experts and professionals will join the class. The course 
will differentiate between senior housing communities, 
skilled nursing, rehab facilities, home health, hospice, 
and non-medical home health. These discussions will 
focus on:  paying for services; what you can expect from 
each provider; and who can help you navigate thru these 
systems. An elder care attorney will present of legal issues 
now and in your future.  If selling your home seems an 
ominous task, a Senior Real Estate Specialist will present 
on the do’s and don’ts of selling your home. Additionally a 
professional “downsizer” will educate you on downsizing; 
deciding what to move; how to make money on items you 
no longer want; and the moving process.
Kimberly Smith has worked in the area of elder care options 
for the last 8 years. In her role at Brookdale Senior Living she 
educates on a variety of topics, including health, welfare, veteran 
benefits, and senior living options.

Mini-Courses, Lectures, and Local Tours 
Registration is required for all events. Events open to guests will be marked as such. 
All guests must be registered.
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Friday, February 11, 2022
1–2:30 p.m. • ONLINE WITH ZOOM

Regenerative Medicine
Speaker: Bryan Brown, PhD • Online with Zoom

This lecture is an overview and update on regenerative 
medicine. Regenerative medicine provides the potential 
to repair or replace diseased or damaged tissues and 
organs in contrast with the current approach of treating the 
symptoms when the body is adversely affected by trauma, 
disease, or congenital deformities. Scientists and clinicians 
are evaluating various therapies such as engineered 
organs, advanced materials, and using a patient’s own cells 
to help repair a disease or defect in the body. Advances 
are being made in the laboratory and in the translation of 
these novel therapies into clinical treatments.
Bryan Brown, PhD is the Roberta Luxbacher Faculty Fellow and 
an associate professor in the Department of Bioengineering and 
the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive 
Science at the University of Pittsburgh. Additionally, he is the 
Director of Educational Outreach for the McGowan Institute for 
Regenerative Medicine. 

Friday, February 25, 2022
1–2:30 p.m. • ONLINE WITH ZOOM

Pennsylvania’s Unknown Radical Revolution:  
1763-1783 
Speaker: Dr. Paul Douglas Newman

The American Revolution is unknown to most Americans. 
To most of us, the event seems a rather conservative 
affair, an assertion of political rights attended by a few 
orderly battles. But our Revolution was actually a radical 
event, and no state was more radical than our own 
commonwealth. History professor, Dr. Paul Douglas 
Newman, will provide an image-driven lecture about the 
“Keystone in the Democratic Arch—Pennsylvania” and the 
roles the state and its citizens played in shaping American 
democracy. His subjects will include women and men, 
natives and newcomers, enslaved and free people, English 
and non-English speakers, merchants and farmers, atheists 
and protestants.
Paul Douglas Newman, PhD is a professor of early American 
history at the University of Pittsburgh–Johnstown where he has 
taught since 1995. He has authored many books and scholarly 
articles on America’s colonial, revolutionary, and early national 
past. He is currently writing about Pennsylvania Indians and 
their century long attempt to preserve their independence and 
sovereignty over their lands in the Delaware, Susquehanna, and 
Ohio River Valleys.
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Saturday, March 26, 2022, 7-9:15 pm 
Tour of Allegheny Observatory 
(Members Only–free)

The Allegheny Observatory is probably on your list of  
“I have to go there sometime” places in the Pittsburgh area 
and now is your chance to cross it off your list. First we will 
view the documentary, “Undaunted: The Forgotten Giants 
of the Allegheny Observatory,” then we will tour the facility, 
see the telescopes, and hear its history. 

The Allegheny Observatory, owned by the University 
of Pittsburgh, is one of the major astronomical research 
institutions of the world. Although pioneering in pure 
research is the chief function of the observatory, its 
telescopes and instrumental equipment are available for use 
by Pitt students. Observatory astronomers teach both credit 
courses at Pitt and public lectures.  

Note: The Allegheny Observatory is located at 159 River 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214. Transportation is on your 
own. THE OBSERVATORY IS NOT ACCESSIBLE. THE TOUR 
INCLUDES NARROW CATWALK LIKE STAIRS. Also, there is 
no heat in the upper floors.

Friday, March 18, 2022 
1–2:15 p.m. • ONLINE WITH ZOOM

Andy Warhol and the Principles of Pop Art
Speaker: Grace Marston
This lecture is an introduction to the art and legacy of 
Andy Warhol. Learn about the core concepts of the 
Pop Art movement such as appropriation, seriality, and 
iconography from popular culture. The presentation will 
feature some of Warhol’s most famous artworks such as his 
Campbell’s Soup Can paintings, Brillo Box sculptures, and 
celebrity portraits, as well as rare archival materials from 
the collection of The Andy Warhol Museum. Participants 
will examine how and why Warhol became one of the most 
important artists of the 20th century. 
Grace Marston is a Gallery Educator at The Andy Warhol 
Museum. She has worked at the museum for over ten years 
and aspires to become the preeminent Warhol scholar of 
her generation. She has conducted gallery talks, tours, and 
workshops for audiences of all ages and backgrounds. She 
specializes in LGBTQ+ Education, Senior Education, and 
research projects.

LOCAL TOUR
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General OLLI Information/Policies

How to Drop a Course  
or Event
Please notify the OLLI office if you 
are unable to attend a course/class 
so that we can maintain accurate 
information on our programming 
and course evaluation efforts. Email 
us at osher@pitt.edu prior to the 
beginning of a class or at any time 
for courses that have multiple weeks. 
Let us know if you would like to enroll 
in an alternate course. Event refunds 
depend on each event and they are 
marked if the fees are refundable or 
not, and if they are, by what date.

Postponed, Cancelled or  
Full Courses
Occasionally, courses are postponed 
or cancelled, typically due to 
reasons beyond our control such as 
emergencies or illness for instructors, 
etc. If a class is postponed, you will 
be notified by email and informed of 
the rescheduled date, if it is known. If 
a course is cancelled, you will receive 
email notice as soon as possible.
Course enrollment size varies for 
several reasons including size 
of physical classroom space or 
the nature of the course material 
(regardless of format). For these 
reasons, not all courses can be open 
to anyone who wishes to attend, 
including online courses. If a course 
or event is full, you, most often, will 
be given the opportunity to be added 
to the waiting list in case there are 
cancellations. People are added to 
the course or event from the waiting 
list in the order received.

Double-booking Courses in a 
Time Period
During registration, be sure to select 
only one course during a given time 
frame. If you double book your 
courses by accident, we will contact 
you by email and ask you to select 
the one you want to keep, and we will 
remove you from the other. If you do 
not reply in the time frame given in 
the email, we will remove you from 
both courses. While OLLI member 
benefits are quite generous, double-
booking courses in a time period is 
not a member benefit.

Refunds
Each catalog will indicate the date 
by which a membership may be 
refunded. There are no exceptions. 
Events or tours that require a fee will 
indicate if the fee is refundable, and if 
so, by what date you must request a 
refund.

Email Notifications
Make sure we have your correct 
email address. The OLLI office 
sends emails to notify members of 
zoom invites and course changes, 
course cancellations, upcoming 
events, as well as for our email 
newsletter. Instructors may also 
want to contact students regarding 
class information. Your information 
is always confidential.

Course Evaluations
During the last week of your courses 
you will receive an email with a link to 
your course evaluations. Please try to 
respond and share information about 
your experience in the  
course. This information is very 
helpful to us and helps guide future 
programming. If you have an issue 
with your course evaluation, please 
contact us at osher@pitt.edu, and 
do not contact the University Office 
of Measurement and Evaluation of 
Teaching (OMET).

Code of Conduct
In all courses, lectures, events  
and in all formats, OLLI members are 
expected to follow the OLLI Code of 
Conduct. While our rules  
of conduct may seem common  
sense to most members, with a 
growing program it is important 
that everyone understands the 
expectations. OLLI members are 
expected to respect the learning 
environment, instructors, staff, and 
other members and embrace the 
concept of a civil community as well 
as follow all OLLI and University  
rules. Please visit Member  
Resources on the OLLI website to 
read the OLLI Code of Conduct.
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How to Audit Undergraduate Courses

Audit Course Registration Procedures
View Upcoming Classes: View full course descriptions 
online at: https://psmobile.pitt.edu/ – then click on 
“Class Search”

Register to Audit Preapproved Courses
A complete list of preapproved audit courses will be 
located on our website. No member may attend and/or 
audit a course for which they are not registered.

Online Registration Process for Preapproved 
Audit Courses
1.   SIGN in with your username/password at: 
      www.campusce.net/ollipitt
      (if you do not do this, you will not be able to add   
      courses to your shopping cart)
2.   If you need to pay your membership, from home           
      page click on “Select/Renew Membership” and add a  
      membership to your cart.
3.   From home page, click on “Audit Courses”.
4.   Click the department to see its list of preapproved   
      courses.
5.   Select your course of interest, and if desired, click on  
      “Add to Cart”.
6.   If you wish to add more audit courses continue   
      exploring and adding to your cart.
7.   When finished, go to your shopping cart, click on   
      “Check out” button and proceed through all screens  
      to payment processing.

Registering to Audit Non-Preapproved Courses
Auditing is ONLY allowed when there is space available 
in “lecture type” undergraduate classes. “Lecture type” 
classes are those in which students can observe the 
delivered lecture of material by the professor. Auditing 
is NOT permitted in: computer science, film production, 

physical education, studio arts, laboratory courses, creative 
writing courses, honors college courses, or performance 
courses. Auditing also is NOT permitted in law or medical 
school classes, graduate classes or hybrid online courses.

The rule that audit requests for non-preapproved courses 
must be submitted in hard copy form has been suspended 
for the Spring 2022 term. Instead, after obtaining email 
permission from the course’s instructor or head of the 
department, forward it to osher@pitt.edu. It must include 
the following information so that we can register you for 
the correct course:

• Course title
• Course number (5 digits)
• Catalog number (4 digits)
• Instructor name and email address

This information can be found on Pitt’s registrar course 
listing search: https://psmobile.pitt.edu/app/catalog/
classSearch

REQUESTS THAT DO NOT INCLUDE THE ABOVE FOUR 
ELEMENTS REQURED WILL NOT BE PROCESSED.

Please be aware: Pitt is adjusting a lot of courses, events 
and plans due to changing conditions on campus, so there 
may be many changes since the original course listing was 
made, and in the future. The most accurate and updated 
information will always be found on the class listing for 
Pitt, so double-check that they are still being held on Pitt’s 
registrar course listing search:

https://psmobile.pitt.edu/app/catalog/classSearch

Conduct Expectations for Course Auditors
1.   Never attend a course or a class for which you are not  
      officially registered.
2.   Introduce yourself as an OLLI student to the instructor.  
      Seek permission from them if you wish to verbally         
      participate in the course, do written assignments, or   
      exams. Respect their response.
3.   Arrive on time to class and stay for the entire class.
4.   If the instructor permits your verbal participation, 
      do not monopolize discussion.
5.   If issues arise, notify the OLLI office immediately.
6.   Pay attention to dates and deadlines pertaining to   
      undergraduate courses and the University academic   
      calendar.
7.   Formally drop the course by contacting us at  
      osher@pitt.edu if you find out it is no longer of interest.

NOTE: Auditing is a privilege, not a right. OLLI 
reserves the right to remove any member from an 
audit course for any reason. For more information 
on auditing a course, go to the member area of the 
OLLI website at: olli.pitt.edu

SPRING 2022 TERM – Osher members may audit 
up to two preapproved undergraduate courses (any 
additional are charged at $25 each). 

One membership benefit of OLLI at Pitt is the ability to 
audit preapproved undergraduate courses. To “audit” 
a course means that the student does not receive a 
grade nor credits and generally does not participate 
in exams or homework. Each term OLLI arranges 
for hundreds of undergraduate Pitt courses to be 
preapproved for members to audit. Auditors are guests 
in the course for which they register, and participation 
can be limited or restricted by the professor or 
department. Members may audit two courses per  
term as a benefit of membership. Additional courses 
audited are charged $25 per course.
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Fiscal Year 2020-21 By the Numbers

Revenue and Income: $465,004

Memberships  
& fees 60%

Endowment 
income 20%

Donations 10%

Other income 10%

Operating Expenses: $418,965

Staff & 
instructors 75%

Benefits 16%

Operating 2%
Computer/technology 4%
Programming & 
outreach 3%

OLLI’s overall revenue and income was up this year, 
primarily due to one-time sources of revenue which 
helped in the budget. Membership fees generated 
somewhat less revenue than the previous year. 
While memberships dropped for some choosing 
to sit out online courses, we did pick up some new 
memberships from distant geographic areas in 
Pennsylvania, and even nationally. We started the 
new 2021/2022 fiscal year with healthy reserve funds 
during this 2nd year of the pandemic.

While the program continued to reduce 
total operating and other expenses 
to the extent possible, salaries were a 
bit higher than the previous year. The 
increased need for additional staff hours 
due to the technical support needed 
(for both instructors and members); 
total online courses; and increased 
instructor pay all accounted for this and 
are required to effectively operate the 
program.

CURRENT
MEMBERS

1,330

23 SCHOLARSHIPS
AWARDED

273 
ONLINE
COURSES

67 SPECIAL EVENTS
& LECTURES
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OLLI INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHIES (Listed alphabetically by last name)

Paul Adams, PhD is Associate 
Professor of Political Science at 
the University of Pittsburgh at 
Greensburg, having earned a 
doctorate in political science from the 
University of Massachusetts in 2008. 
His research and courses focus on 
comparative politics and international 
relations, especially in Europe with 
specializations in Irish, Northern Irish, 
German, and Swiss politics as well as 
the European Union. 

David Albert* has been a student 
of the Civil War for 50 years. He 
co-taught the Civil War elective at 
the US Air Force’s Air Command and 
Staff College and was a Civil War 
docent for 12 years at the Alabama 
Department of Archives and History.

Ralph Bangs*, PhD, MPA taught race 
at Pitt and CMU and in study abroad 
and was associate director of the 
Center on Race and Social Problems 
at the University of Pittsburgh. His 
most recent book is “Race and Social 
Problems: Restructuring Inequality.” 
He has received racial justice and race 
leadership awards.

Lucas Berenbrok, PHARMD is an 
Associate Professor of Pharmacy 
and Therapeutics at the University 
of Pittsburgh, School of Pharmacy 
where he mentors students with 
interests in changing community 
pharmacy practice through enhanced 
community pharmacy services and 
innovative research. In 2018, Dr. 
Berenbrok was recipient of the Pitt 
School of Pharmacy Stanford I. Cohen 
Teacher of the Year.

Elaine Bergstrom* has a BA from 
the University of Illinois in design, 
a certification in art education from 
Carlow University, and a botanical 
illustration certification from the 
Morton Arboretum in Illinois. She 
specializes in oriental, watercolor, 
acrylic, pen/ink, drawing, colored 
pencils and pastels.

Ed Blank* has spent 39 years as a 
professional critic, columnist, and 
interviewer, including “The Pittsburgh 
Press” and “Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review.” He is a Duquesne University 
graduate who served two years in the 
U.S. Army Signal Corps, including 
a tour of duty in Vietnam. He has 
spoken to hundreds of groups locally, 
countless high schools, and monthly 
at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center. 

Daniel Boyarski* MFA is professor 
emeritus in the School of Design at 
Carnegie Mellon University. During 
his 35-year tenure, he taught courses 
in typography, information and 
interaction design, and time-based 
communication at the graduate and 
undergraduate levels. He is currently 
happily retired.

David Brumble*, PhD is professor 
emeritus of English at the University 
of Pittsburgh and recipient of both of 
Pitt’s most prestigious teaching prizes. 
Two of his five books are on medieval 
and renaissance art and literature, and 
he has published articles on the Bible.

Elizabeth Burnette* attended 
Cornell University for a BS in 
engineering physics, then worked 
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
with space shuttle experiments. She 
taught at a community college, raised 
three children, and taught science at 
a Montessori school. In December 
2019, she received a master’s degree 
in astrophysics from the University  
of Pittsburgh.

Barbara Burstin*, PhD is on the 
history faculty of both the University 
of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon 
University, and is the author of several 
books, including “Steel City Jews,” 
Volumes I and II and a biography of 
Sophie Masloff. With degrees from 
Vassar College, Columbia University 
and the University of Pittsburgh, she 
has been teaching for over 25 years 
including a course on the history  
of Pittsburgh.

John Burt* is a retired history 
teacher and lawyer. He served 
as a featured speaker in “Safe 
Harbor,” a public television award-
winning documentary on the 
Underground Railroad in Western 
Pennsylvania. Since 1986, he has 
lectured on the history of American 
reform movements, especially 
the abolitionist movement and 
conducted tours connected with 
Underground Railroad activities.

Kathy Callahan* retired from 
management consulting for Fortune 
200 companies, specializing 
in executive and leadership 
development and performance 
improvement. An experienced 
facilitator and trainer, she is inspired to 
share the TED Talks discussion group 
experience with OLLI members.

Sam and Candy Caponegro have 
worked in all aspects of theater for 
over 30 years. Their goal is to keep 
the classic movie musicals and the 
golden age of Broadway alive through 
their lectures.

Jill Clary* has been practicing yoga 
since 2003, has completed a 200-hour 
yoga teacher training program, and 
is registered with Yoga Alliance. Her 
classes are a blend of different yoga 
styles but all focus on a slow flow with 
longer holds.

Nicholas Coles*, PhD is an associate 
professor emeritus of English at the 
University of Pittsburgh where for 
40 years he taught working-class 
culture, environmental literature, 
composition, and detective fiction. 
Editor of four books on American 
working-class writing, Coles is an 
activist, a gardener, and a member of 
the Pittsburgh-based acoustic band 
Smokestack Lightning.

*Instructor has previously taught OLLI courses.
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Sandra Collins*, PhD focuses on 
women in the Old Testament at the 
University of Pittsburgh. She has also 
taught for Carnegie Mellon University, 
Duquesne University and currently the 
Byzantine Catholic Seminary as well as 
online for the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley, CA.

Mary Jo Costello, MPM, RDN, 
DipACLM is an educator and dietician 
who upholds the philosophy that 
optimal health and well-being are 
primarily the result of our most 
important life skills; eating right, 
active bodies, balanced minds, 
and peaceful souls. Her passion for 
teaching comes from our nation’s 
ongoing health crisis, and the 
difficulties associated with sorting fact 
from fiction. 

Adam Davis*, MA is an associate 
professor of biology at CCAC and 
teaches the History of Science 
at Duquesne University. He 
received his BS in archaeology, 
biological anthropology, and 
forensic anthropology from 
Mercyhurst University, and his MA 
in paleoanthropology from the 
University of Pittsburgh, and has been 
teaching since 2005.

Jared Day*, PhD taught American 
history at Carnegie Mellon University 
in Pittsburgh for sixteen years. His 
areas of specialization are U.S. 
political, urban, and cultural history 
as well as world history from the late 
eighteenth century to the present. He 
is the author of several books along 
with numerous other popular and 
peer-reviewed articles.

Rebecca Denova*, PhD was a 
senior lecturer in the early history 
of Christianity at the University of 
Pittsburgh and regularly teaches 
courses on the history of early 
Christianity, ancient religions in the 
Mediterranean world, and various 
topics related to ancient popular 
religion and society.

Samuel Dickson has a master’s 
degree in education, a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy, and a 
bachelor’s degree in history from 
the University of Pittsburgh. He is 
a teacher at Pine Richland School 
District, holding Pennsylvania 
teaching certifications in social 
studies and special education. He is a 
dedicated educator who is passionate 
about sharing his philosophical 
studies with others.

Marilyn Egan*, PhD is Director of 
Education at the Pittsburgh Opera. 
She enjoys opening new doors to 
opera for students of all ages. Staff 
members and opera artists who will 
share their specific areas of expertise 
about opera will join her.

Richard Fitzgibbon* is a former 
teacher with 35 years of experience 
in the Riverview School District and 
was technical coordinator for the 
district for 10 years before he retired. 
Since retirement, he is a frequent 
volunteer at Computer Reach where 
he assists in refurbishing and recycling 
computers.

Roland Ford* is a certified personal 
fitness trainer, group exercise 
instructor, certified dance instructor, 
choreographer, and marathon runner. 
He has developed a dance and 
fitness curricula for schools, churches, 
senior groups, community centers, 
corporations, and special need 
populations. Award winning Ford 
teaches dance and fitness courses 
and presentations throughout the 
Pittsburgh region.

Maria Franco de Gomez*, MA is a 
retired instructor of Spanish at Penn 
State–New Kensington where she 
served as Spanish coordinator. Her 
career as a faculty member includes a 
substantial record of academic service, 
solid scholarly activity, and very strong 
evidence of outstanding teaching.

Peter Gilmore*, PhD received his 
doctorate in history from Carnegie 
Mellon University in 2009 and is 
an adjunct lecturer in history at 
Pittsburgh universities who has 
taught several courses for OLLI at 
the University of Pittsburgh. He is the 

author of “Irish Presbyterians and the 
Shaping of Western Pennsylvania, 
1770-1830,” published in 2018 by the 
University of Pittsburgh Press.

Joseph Givvin*, PhD holds his 
doctorate in philosophy from St. 
John’s University, New York, and has 
been teaching for over 37 years. 
He greatly enjoys the opportunity 
to teach in for Osher and engage 
with curious minds in thoughtful 
conversation about the great 
questions of ethics and human life.

Karen Goldman*, PhD has her 
doctorate in Spanish and Latin 
American literature from Columbia 
University. She has taught courses in 
Spanish language and Latin American 
literatures and cultures at numerous 
colleges and universities, including 
the University of Pittsburgh. Her 
recent scholarly work focuses on 
Spanish and Latin American cinema 
and representations of Latinos in U.S. 
popular culture.

Thalia Gray, LAc, DiplOM, PhD is 
a licensed practitioner of Oriental 
Medicine. She obtained her 
doctorate in anthropology from 
NYU and was a freelance biomedical 
writer for 20 years. She completed 
her studies in Traditional Chinese 
Medicine at Eight Branches Academy 
of Eastern Medicine in Toronto and 
returned to Pittsburgh where she  
runs a private practice.

Susan Grunewald, PhD is the Digital 
History Postdoctoral Associate at the 
University of Pittsburgh World History 
Center. She holds a PhD in history 
from Carnegie Mellon University and 
specializes in Soviet, German, and 
digital history.

Joan Gundersen* is a professor 
emeritus of history at California State 
University San Marcos. Author of 
seven history books, and numerous 
scholarly articles, she taught women’s 
history for more than 30 years at a 
variety of institutions. She has been 
a visiting scholar in Women’s Studies 
at the University of Pittsburgh. 
Gundersen recently retired as the 
archivist for the Episcopal Diocese  
of Pittsburgh.

*Instructor has previously taught OLLI courses.
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Scott Hagley teaches Missiology 
at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 
focusing on the dynamic relationship 
between congregations and their 
contexts. Before coming to Pittsburgh, 
he served on the pastoral team of a 
congregation in Vancouver, Canada.

Jon Haveman, PhD has a doctorate 
degree in economics from the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. 
He has worked in academia, for 
nonprofits, and in the public sector 
on policy issues and will bring this 
experience to the classroom.

Rimi Hazra, PhD is a research 
assistant professor in the Department 
of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh, 
is an effective communicator, writer, 
and neuroscientist. She is passionate 
about learning and teaching science 
and has an inherent curiosity in how 
the organ systems interact in health 
and disease at the cellular and 
molecular level.

Charles Hier*, PhD studied Soviet 
history at the University of Houston, 
Boston College and the University of 
Pittsburgh, receiving his PhD from the 
latter in 2004. He has taught history 
courses at a number of universities in 
and around Pittsburgh for more than 
20 years.

Michael Helfand*, PhD is a retired 
University of Pittsburgh English 
professor, where he earned two 
teaching awards (Apples for the 
Teacher) for his short story courses. 
He also taught abroad for five years 
in Asian countries (as an exchange 
scholar and Fulbright lecturer) and  
in England.

Marilyn Holt*, MLS was Library 
Services Manager of the Pennsylvania 
Department of the Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburgh and serves on the 
Board of Directors of the Western 
PA Genealogical Society. She has 
assisted genealogical patrons and 
presented numerous programs and 
courses on genealogy for 35 years.

Julia Hudson-Richards*, PhD earned 
her doctorate in modern European 
history from the University of Arizona 
in 2008, where she researched the 
emergence of the Spanish citrus 
industry. Her expertise is in the 
histories of food, the environment, 
and gender.

Jno Hunt*, PhD studied musicology 
at the University of Michigan. He also 
has a bachelor of music degree in 
performance on the clarinet from the 
University of North Texas. He was a 
professor at St. Olaf College and at 
Carnegie Mellon University, and  
most recently, he retired as an 
adjunct professor of music history  
at Chatham University.

Jon Hurwitz*, PhD is a professor 
emeritus in the Department of 
Political Science at the University 
of Pittsburgh. He specializes in 
American politics, with a focus on 
elections, public opinion, and political 
psychology.

Alan Irvine*, PhD is a professional 
storyteller with a life-long fascination 
with the Arthurian tales. His CD, “The 
Red Dragon: Tales of King Arthur,” 
won a Storytelling World Honors 
award. He has a doctorate degree in 
sociology, and teaches many courses 
at area universities. 

Orin James*, MS is an assistant 
professor of biology in the division 
of Health and Biological Sciences at 
the University of Pittsburgh-Bradford, 
where he has taught for the past 
seven years. In addition to biology, he 
teaches hybrid courses that include 
discussions of social philosophy, 
determinism, colonialism, race, sex 
and gender to individuals of all ages.

Clifford Johnson*, PhD received his 
doctorate in English and American 
literature from the University of 
Virginia. His major publication deals 
with the 18th-century English novel, 
and he taught at the University of 
Pittsburgh; the University of Kassel, 
Germany; and Concord University in 
West Virginia. He retired after over 25 
years as a certified financial planner.

Robert Joyce* has over 30 years of 
experience teaching higher education 
at Augustana University and University 
of South Dakota. He has a BA and MA 
from Augustana University in music 
and education.

Robert Jucha*, PhD has a doctorate 
in American studies from George 
Washington University where he 
completed a dissertation on the 
history of Shadyside. He has led and 
developed various walking tours for 
Pittsburgh History and Landmarks 
Foundation where he has been a 
docent for more than twelve years.

José Juves* is back at OLLI, albeit 
remotely. His interests remain history 
and science. José has continued his 
teaching experiences as a lecturer at 
the Renaissance Academy in Naples, 
Florida. He is also a docent at the  
Six Miles Cypress Slough Preserve  
in Ft. Myers.

Susan Gillis Kruman has taught yoga 
at the University of Pittsburgh for over 
20 years and was the first to introduce 
yoga as a credit class at Pitt. She has 
her 200 and 300 hour Yoga Alliance 
certifications and a Kudalini pre-
natal yoga certification with over 
1,000 hours of in-class instruction. 
She recently retired from Pitt after 43 
years as a dance and yoga instructor 
in the School of Education.

Aaron Leaman* is a Chartered 
Financial Analyst (CFA®) and Chief 
Investment Officer of Signature 
Financial Planning, where he 
manages over $400 million in assets 
for institutions, municipalities and 
high-net worth investors from around 
the world. He has made numerous 
media appearances to discuss 
markets and investing.

Stephen Lindberg* has been 
teaching since 1978 and has 
been an adjunct professor in 
the Geology-Energy and Earth 
Resources Department at the 
University of Pittsburgh-Johnstown 
since 1997. He teaches the courses 
Principles of Astronomy, Prehistoric 
Life, Earthquakes and Volcanoes, 
Meteorology and Geologic  
Field Methods.

*Instructor has previously taught OLLI courses.
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Rich Lord is the economic 
development reporter/editor for 
“PublicSource”, Pittsburgh’s nonprofit 
news service. He has worked for 
the “Pittsburgh Post-Gazette”, the 
“Pittsburgh City Paper” and the 
“Pittsburgh Tribune Review” for over a 
quarter-century. He was part of a Post-
Gazette team that won the Pulitzer 
Prize for breaking news reporting on 
the Tree of Life massacre.

Christine Lorenz* is an artist 
who has taught the history of art 
and photography at Pittsburgh 
universities since 2002. She earned 
her MFA from the University of 
California–Santa Barbara, and a dual 
BA in English and photography from 
Ohio State University.

Diane Markovitz* is a licensed 
physical therapist with a degree 
from Marquette University’s School 
of Physical Therapy. She loves 
developing and teaching group 
exercise classes as it provides her 
with a way to use her physical therapy 
experience to reach more people.

Mylynda Massart*, MD, PhD works 
on the National “All of Us” Precision 
Medicine Research Program as 
well as the local Pitt+Me Biobank. 
Dr. Massart is a practicing family 
medicine physician.

Louise Mayo*, PhD is a professor 
emerita at the County College of 
Morris, New Jersey, with over 30 
years of college teaching experience 
in American history and American 
government. She is the author of 
“James K. Polk: The Dark Horse 
President,” among other books.

Scott McKnight, PhD received his 
doctorate in political science from the 
University of Toronto. He completed 
a master’s degree in international 
relations (in Chinese) at the prestigious 
Renmin University of China in 
Beijing. He teaches on Chinese 
politics and policies and is a frequent 
commentator on Chinese politics and 
economy for CTV News Channel, a 
cable news channel in Canada. 

Abby Mendelson*, PhD has been a 
writer, editor, and educator for nearly 
50 years. He published both fiction 
and nonfiction works on a variety 
of topics, and taught writing and 
literature at universities and colleges 
throughout the Pittsburgh area.

Paolo Montemaggi*, MD graduated 
from Medical School of Catholic 
University in Rome and is board 
certified in Italy both in radiology and 
nuclear medicine, teaching classes at 
undergraduate and graduate levels. 
He has served as an invited lecturer to 
several USA primary institutions and 
has been an editor of seminal books 
in his field.

Dijana Mujkanović is a PhD candidate 
at the Graduate School of Public 
and International Affairs (GSPIA) 
at the University of Pittsburgh. She 
holds an MA inpublic policy with a 
specialization in conflict resolution 
and mediation from Tel Aviv 
University. Her research centers on 
intergroup contact and ethnic conflict, 
migration, and ethnonationalism. 
Prior to her arrival to GSPIA, Ms. 
Mujkanović has worked with various 
grassroots and international human 
rights organizations.

Tracy Myers is co-director of 
education at Pittsburgh History & 
Landmarks Foundation. Prior to this, 
she was curator of architecture at 
Carnegie Museum of Art for 17 years. 
She holds degrees in government 
and economics and art history. 
Myers has taught at Hunter College, 
University of Delaware, and Carnegie 
Mellon University.

David Nero*, PhD is a lecturer in the 
Department of Physics and Astronomy 
at the University of Pittsburgh. He is 
always on the lookout for ways to use 
technology to improve education in 
large-enrollment classes.

Doug Oster* is the home and garden 
editor for the “Tribune-Review” and 
“Everybody Gardens” and co-host 
of “The Organic Gardener’s Radio 
Program”, a weekly show on KDKA. 
He received the 2009 Outstanding 
Documentary Emmy for “Gardens of 
Pennsylvania,” written and produced 

for WQED. His gardening books 
include “Tomatoes Garlic Basil” 
published in 2010.

Edward Prochownik, MD, PhD is the 
Paul C. Gaffney Professor of Pediatrics 
(Division of Hematology/Oncology) 
at UPMC Children’s Hospital 
of Pittsburgh and Professor of 
Microbiology and Molecular Genetics 
at UPMC. 

Camila Pulgar Machado*, PhD 
has her doctoral degree in cultural 
studies from the Central University of 
Venezuela in Caracas, where she was a 
professor of Latin American literature 
for twenty years. She researched 
and taught about the ways Hispanic 
American literature integrated into the 
western literary tradition.

Christopher Rawson*, is an 
emeritus member of the University 
of Pittsburgh’s English Department.  
Additionally, he is the longtime senior 
theater critic at the “Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette” and KDKA-TV. Rawson has 
written extensively about August 
Wilson, taught undergraduate courses 
about him, and serves on the board of 
the August Wilson House.

Adam Reger*, MFA has his master’s 
degree in fiction writing, has taught 
writing at the University of Pittsburgh 
and the Pittsburgh Center for the 
Arts, and has published a number of 
short stories.

Jennifer Roccisana, PhD is on faculty 
at the University of Pittsburgh, 
teaching anatomy and anatomy and 
physiology labs to undergraduate 
students since 2019. Previously, she 
taught in the undergraduate School of 
Life Sciences and Medical School at 
the University of Glasgow in Glasgow, 
Scotland for 12 years. 

Ann Rosenthal* has more than  
30 years of experience as an artist, 
educator, and writer. Her work has 
been shown locally at the Andy 
Warhol Museum, the Mattress 
Factory, and SPACE, and has been 
featured in exhibitions across the  
U.S. and internationally.

*Instructor has previously taught OLLI courses.
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Brett Rutherford*, MA was a 
part-time instructor in gender and 
women’s studies at University of 
Rhode Island. He is a poet, novelist, 
and small-press publisher.

Matthew Schlueb* is a licensed 
architect practicing architecture 
for over two decades. His designs 
received awards locally and nationally 
by juried competitions, receiving 
praise internationally in both print 
publication and television media.

Sue Schneider* is an experienced 
calligrapher and artist, exhibiting and 
teaching in western Pennsylvania 
for many years. Her life-long love of 
letters has led her to create handmade 
artist books, innovative greeting cards 
and expressive artworks.

Cathleen Sendek-Sapp*, MFA 
has her master’s degree in French 
language and literature. She has 
taught French at the University of 
Pittsburgh as a teaching fellow and 
part-time instructor as well as for 
noncredit lifelong learning.

Mark Serge, JD is Chief Deputy 
Attorney General of the Drug Strike 
Force Section of the Commonwealth 
of PA’s Office of Attorney General 
and is an adjunct instructor at the 
University of Pittsburgh. He graduated 
from Pitt Law School and served 
as a prosecutor in the Office of 
Attorney General for 22 years, and 
as an assistant district attorney in 
Westmoreland and Venango Counties.

David Shifren*, MFA has his master’s 
degree in fiction writing and taught 
most recently in the graduate writing 
program at Seton Hill University. He 
is a former film reviewer for “The 
Film Journal”, screener for CBS/
Fox Video, and a recipient of a 
Pennsylvania State Council on the 
Arts grant in screenwriting.

Lisa Sobek* has been teaching Zumba 
for more than 10 years and is certified 
in not only Zumba Gold® but also in 
Aqua Zumba and Zumba Basics. Not 
only does she teach Zumba, but also 
in her other professional career she is 
a geriatric care manager and has been 
in the field of geriatrics for more than 
30 years.

Alan Stanford* is Artistic and 
Executive Director of PICT Classic 
Theatre and has a 50-year career as a 
director and actor. A leading expert 
in the works of Shakespeare, Wilde, 
Dickens, and Beckett, Mr. Stanford has 
adapted several works for the stage.

Gregory Strom*, PhD studied 
philosophy at the University of 
Chicago (BA, 2002) and the University 
of Pittsburgh (PhD, 2011), and has 
been teaching philosophy at the 
University of Pittsburgh since 2004, 
with a brief stint (2011-2013) at the 
University of Sydney. He spends most 
of his philosophical energies thinking 
about how to live a good life and do 
the right thing.

Melissa Tai* teaches art at various 
locations throughout Pittsburgh and 
enjoys sharing her love of art with 
her students. She strives to create a 
warm and supportive environment for 
students to learn and experiment.

Susan Todhunter, PhD has a master’s 
degree in linguistics and a PhD in 
education from the University of 
Pittsburgh. She has taught English as 
a second language and linguistics in 
U.S. universities and in Spain, Korea 
and Russia.

William Van Lear*, PhD received 
his doctorate in economics from 
the University of Pittsburgh. He was 
a tenured professor of economics 
at Belmont Abbey College 
where his teaching specialized in 
macroeconomics, political economy, 
corporate governance, behavior,  
and finance, and international 
financial economics.

*Instructor has previously taught OLLI courses.

Javier Vázquez-D’Elía*, PhD has a 
doctorate in political science from 
the University of Pittsburgh. He is 
currently a researcher at the University 
Center for International Studies. 
Throughout the last 10 years, he has 
taught at Pitt, California University 
of Pennsylvania, Penn State, and the 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

David Walton*, MFA is retired 
from the University of Pittsburgh 
Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences, 
Department of English, where he 
taught a variety of literature and 
writing courses over the last 20 
years. He is a regular book reviewer 
for several national newspapers, a 
recipient of a National Endowment for 
the Arts fellowship in literature, and 
the author of two collections of short 
stories and a novel.

Tim Ziaukas* is a professor emeritus 
of public relations at The University  
of Pittsburgh-Bradford and has 
written dozens of articles for popular 
and academic journals. He has 
earned an MA and MFA from Pitt  
in English and writing.
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